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FADE | N:

| NT. COVMON ROOM - DAY

SUPER: Oxford, 1910

A rowdy party. Boys having a good tine drinking, snoking,
dancing to nusic. In a corner, four students are playing
cards. Anmong them OSWALD RAYNER, 22, youthful, handsone
| ooki ng.

STUDENT #1
Your shout.

Rayner studies his cards: Seven of Di anonds, Eight of
D anonds, Ten of Spades, Ace of D anonds, Seven of C ubs.

RAYNER
D anonds.

STUDENT #1
Al'l right, dianonds are trunps.
M ni mrum st ake three shillings,

maxi mum st ake - -

STUDENT #2
The rights to your father's
i nheritance!

The boys all laugh as they put their stakes into the centre
of the table.

STUDENT #1
Get on with it you cheeky sod.

Student #2 leads with a Jack of Spades. It is the highest
card of the round.

Student #3 then leads with a Six of Cubs. Rayner beats it
with his Seven of d ubs, but Student #1 beats it with a Ten
of Di anpnds.

STUDENT #3
That's a funny | ooki ng di anond.

Rayner says nothing, he |eads the next hand with his Ace of
D anonds. Onl ookers nutter judgnentally. Student #1 plays a
Ni ne of Di anonds, Student #2 has no trunps, plays the N ne

of Hearts. Student #3 plays the Queen of Di anonds.

RAYNER
Is that nore to your |iking?

Student #1 smrks confidently as he | eads with a Queen of
Spades. Student #2 beats it with a King of Spades. Student
#3 plays the Jack of Hearts. Rayner cannot win, plays his
Seven of D anonds.

STUDENT #3
How about that? It is to ny liking
after all.



Rayner says not hi ng.

STUDENT #1
Last hand. Let's see if OGswald can
wi n back sone pride.

Student #2 leads with the Ten of Hearts. Student #3 beats it
with the King of Hearts. Rayner, feeling confident, plays
his Ei ght of Di anonds.

STUDENT #1
Oh Gswald, it pains ne, it really
does.

Student #1 plays the Jack of D anpbnds. The onl ookers nutter
again, it's clear they think Rayner blewit.

STUDENT #1
So | think that nakes Harry and ne
the wi nners. But when your opponent
|l eads with an ace trunp it was
never in doubt.

Student #1 and Student #3 collect the winnings fromthe
m ddl e of the table.

STUDENT #3
Anot her game?
RAYNER
Not for ne.
STUDENT #1
Smart thinking. Cone on then
Bowden, you can fill in for Rayner.

Rayner | eaves the table. A student approaches him this is
FELI X YUSUPOV, 23, boyish |ooks. He is drunk

YUSUPOV
Well Gswald that was the nost
tragic display of cards | have ever
seen. \What possessed you to play

t hat hand?

RAYNER
It was a m scal culation. | thought
t he di anonds woul d see ne through.
| was wrong.

YUSUPOV

You play that game |ike a
frightened child. You need sone
wine in you! Calmthe nerves and
make t he bol d noves!

RAYNER
Thank you Felix, but | would rather
keep ny inhibitions today.



YUSUPOV
Oh where's the fun in you? W are
graduates of the finest university
in the world. W& are the pioneers,
the greats. My friend we are the
ones to make history.

Yusupov sl oshes his drink over Rayner.

RAYNER
Ri ght now Felix you are the one
maki ng a bl oody ness.

YUSUPOV
Listen to nme, Oswald. One day we
wi |l have a choice to becone great
men, or be the nmen who |look up to
t he great nen. But today, that
choice is a | ong way away, so you
m ght as wel |l drink.

RAYNER
Al'l right. Just one.

YUSUPOV
Ha ha!
(pours hima drink)
There you are ny friend.

The two take a dri nk.

RAYNER
VWhat will you do after this?

YUSUPOV
| wll go back to Russia.

RAYNER
Have you got sonething prepared?

YUSUPOV
Ha! When | return | shall be the
richest man in the enmpire! My
brother, may God rest his soul, ny
brother's death was the greatest
thing that ever happened to ne. It
is sad, yes, but it is ny right to
claimny famly's fortune. So when
| go honme | do not need to prepare
anyt hi ng except a guest room for
you. You rnust come to St Petersburg
and stay with me. Prom se ne
Gswal d, prom se ne you'll stay.

RAYNER
O course. But not right away. |
intend to find work first.



YUSUPOV
VWhere is the fun in work?

RAYNER
| nmust work, Felix. Sonmething in
| aw per haps.

YUSUPOV
Oh Cswal d, you bore ne!

RAYNER
|"msorry Felix, but your vision of
grandeur and greatness is not m ne.

YUSUPOV
Then I wll have to live the life
for both of us!
(shouts to the room
To everlasting grandeur!

The boys all cheer and toast the prospect. Yusupov puts his
arm around Rayner.

EXT. NO MAN' S LAND - NI GHT
SUPER: 1916

A sol di er peeks over the lip of a shell crater. This is JOHN
SCALE, 34, boot polish on his face masks his striking,
handsone features. Three nore soldiers lie in wait in the
crater.

Scal e beckons his nen to follow himas he craw s out of the
crater. A flare goes up, the nen freeze. \Wen darkness
returns they crawl to the wire nmaze guardi ng the Gernan
l'ine.

SCALE
Wre cutters.

A sol dier hands hima set of heavy pliers. Scale tentatively
snips the wire, pausing after each cut, |istening.

EXT. GERMAN TRENCH - NI GHT

Scale and his nmen drop silently into the trench. There is
light froma dugout up ahead, and German voices com ng from
wi t hin.

Scal e beckons his nen to follow quietly. They |ine up
out si de the dugout. Scale gives his nen a nod before taking
out a grenade, pulling the pin, and after three seconds
tossing it into the dugout.

The explosion is terrific, cries of wounded Gernmans pierce
the night as Scale and a soldier storminside.



| NT. GERMAN DUGOUT - NI GHT

The dugout has been destroyed, bunks, food, anmmunition, al
sorts of supplies lie ruined about the place. Three Gernmans
lie dead, another two are wounded.

SCALE
Col | i ns!

The sol dier lunges at one of the Germans. They westle. The
other German tries to help but Scal e beats hi mover the head
with a spiked club. Scale then joins the struggle, forcing
the German into subm ssion

SCALE
Time to go.

EXT. GERMAN TRENCH - NI GHT
Scal e and the soldier energe with the wounded Cer man.

SCALE
Wt hdr aw

The sol di ers haul the German over the parapet.
EXT. NO MAN S LAND - NI GHT

Scale and his nmen run blindly through the night, the Gernman
being carried on one of the soldier's shoulders. A nmachine
gun fires into the darkness. Scale ignores the hail of
bul | ets zi pping past them and powers towards the safety of
the British trenches.

EXT. BRITISH WRE - N GHT
Scal e and his nen approach the British trench in conplete

darkness as the machine gun fire continues. Scale squints to
see the silhouette of a British sentry.

SCALE
Privat e!
SENTRY
Maj or ?!
SCALE
That' Il do! No point bothering with

t he password!
(to raiding party)
On ne.

As Scale and his nen reach the British line, a flare goes
up. The machi ne gun targets them Instinctively, Scale and
his men rush towards the British trench. As they junp to
safety, British rifle fire covers them



| NT. BRI TI SH DUGOUT - NI GHT
The German is lowered into a chair. Scale stands before him

SCALE
Search him

A sol dier renoves the German's coat and searches through the
pockets. He finds the German's paybook and hands it to
Scal e.

SCALE
36th Infantry Division?

The German nods frantically.

SCALE
Sprechen sie Englisch?

The Gernman nods agai n.

SCALE
How | ong have you been in the line?

GERVAN
Two days.

SCALE
Where were you before?

GERVAN
Fl ers.

SCALE

In the |ine?
The Ger man shakes hi s head.

GERVAN
Field canp.

SCALE
Message for Division. 36th Infantry
Di vision noved into the line from
Flers canmp. Fully operational and
wel | supplied with food and
ammuni tion. Take himto the
clearing station, get that |eg seen
to. Then see he's escorted to HQ
for interrogation.

The soldiers carry the prisoner fromthe dugout. Scale
lights a cigarette and col | apses onto his bed, exhausted,
but unconfortable. He rolls over and finds a letter on his
bed. Confused, he opens it and lies back, it reads, 'Mj.
John Scal e: Reassi gned. Recommended for special duties.'

The letter is signed "C, in green ink.



| NT. BRI TI SH HEADQUARTERS - NI GHT
The soldier relays the news to an officer.
| NT. CYPHER S OFFI CE - BRI TI SH HEADQUARTERS - NI GHT

A tel egraph operator receives a note fromthe officer. He
taps the nessage through the tel egraph nmachine in code.

I NT. CYPHER S OFFI CE, LONDON - DAY

A SU TED MAN col | ects a stack of documents and stows themin
his briefcase. He exits the office.

EXT. 2 WH TEHALL COURT - DAY

The man enters the building. This is the headquarters of
M1lc. On the door there is a plaque reading '2 \Witehal
Court'.

I NT. CYPHER S OFFICE - M 1C LONDON HEADQUARTERS - DAY

The suited man arrives in the office. Rows of telegraph
machi nes and their operators are working. The man heads to
one of the operators. Sets his briefcase down and pulls out
t he docunents.

SUI TED MAN
Frontline reports as of this
nor ni ng.

The operator takes the top report and starts tapping at his
t el egraph nmachi ne.

I NT. CYPHER S OFFI CE - PETROGRAD - DAY

Al nost identical to the London cypher offices, only the nen
are wearing Russian unifornms. One man is in a suit, Oswald
Rayner, 28, dashing.

Rayner is handed a stack of encrypted nessages. He takes the
first one and begins decoding it on a piece of paper.

I NT. CYPHER S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Rayner is still decrypting nessages. He pauses, rubs his
bl eary eyes, before starting on the next nessage.

The nmessage reads, '36th Division. Fully fitted at Flers.
Two days at the front.'

Rayner translates the nmessage on his typewiter. \Wen he
finishes, he takes the sheet to a stern Russian Intelligence
O ficer sits. Rayner hands himthe sheet.

RUSSI AN | NTELLI GENCE OFFI CER
The 36th D vision?



RAYNER
That's what the nmessage sai d.

RUSSI AN | NTELLI GENCE OFFI CER
Saschal

Anot her Russi an conmes over. They converse in hushed voi ces.

RUSSI AN | NTELLI GENCE OFFI CER
Thank you Sascha. M Rayner. The
36th Division was reported as being
in action in the East eight days
ago. It was destroyed. You expect
me to believe it is now at ful
strength and as we speak hol di ng
the line in France?

RAYNER
That is the report | received. You
know this is not the first time the
Germans have pulled a trick like
t his.

RUSSI AN | NTELLI GENCE OFFI CER
Perhaps. But | will nmake a note of
it all the same. Continue with your
wor K.

Rayner heads back. He | ooks at his watch, then | ooks around,
expect ant .

As he sits down, a Russian soldier dunps another pile of
messages on his desk.

RUSSI AN SOLDI ER
More for you, M Rayner

RAYNER
Looks like it's going to be a late
one t hen.

RUSSI AN SOLDI ER
Were is M Alley? Is it not his
shift?

RAYNER
Late. Again.

EXT. PETROGRAD BACK ALLEY - NI GHT

A squalid alleyway, clearly a dodgy part of town. One man
hovers in a doorway snoking a cigarette. Another man strides
past, this man is STEPHEN ALLEY. 40, slick-backed bl ack
hai r, noustache, courageous/determ ned | ooking face.

EXT. STREET CORNER - NI GHT

Al l ey hovers in the shadows at the end of the all eyway,
alert to every novenent and di st urbance.



9.

He | ooks around, checking behind himthat he hasn't been
fol | oned.

On the other side of the road is a house. Alley checks his
surroundi ngs again before crossing the road towards it.

EXT. GARDEN - NI GHT

Alley clinbs over a wall and drops silently into the garden.
He | ooks up at the top wi ndow and sees a light is on.

He approaches the back door. He tries to open it but it's

| ocked. Looking around the garden, he spots an axe next to
chopped firewdod. Seizing the axe, he wedges it into the gap
bet ween the door and the frame, |eaning against it to force
it in.

Al ey | ooks up at the roomfor any sign of disturbance. A
calm

Al'l ey steadies hinself, then tugs the axe to wench the door
free. After a few attenpts, a big enough wedge is created to
| oosen the door fromthe franme. As quietly as he can, Alley

hol ds the door ajar and creeps inside.

I NT. GROUND FLOOR - NI GHT

Alley stealthily nmakes his way through the house. Upstairs,
t he sound of people in coitus can be heard, Alley |ooks up
at the ceiling, uninpressed.

He pokes through bel ongings, he's clearly |ooking for
sonet hing. Whatever it is, it's nowhere to be found.

He pulls out a revolver, checks it's | oaded, and cocks it.

Slowy, he makes his way up to the second floor, carefully
placing his feet on the stairs, sensitive of creaking
fl oor boar ds.

I NT. SECOND FLOOR - NI GHT

Al'l ey edges towards a cl osed door, light spills into the
hal | around the edges. A wonman's |aughter cones fromthe
room

Al ey steels hinself and bursts into the room revolver
poi sed.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

He finds two interrupted | overs, shocked at his presence.
Alley trains the gun on the man.

ALLEY
(i n Russi an)
Downst ai rs.



10.
Al'l ey pockets the revolver and wal ks out. The man junps out
of bed and hurriedly throws on garnents, |eaving the woman
terrified and confused.
| NT. GROUND FLOOR - NI GHT

Al'ley stands in the living room He lights a cigarette and
wat ches the man every step of the way as he joins him

ALLEY
She' s new.
The man nods.
ALLEY
So?
The man says not hi ng.
ALLEY

You were supposed to check in
Pavl ov. Not make ne sl ope hal f way
across the city to give you a

dr essi ng down.

Al l ey takes another | ook at the man.

ALLEY
So to speak.

Beat .

ALLEY
VWhere is it?

The man shuffles to a kitchen in the corner. He opens a
cupboard which contains a strongbox. He pulls it out, sets
it down and opens it.

I nsi de the strongbox there is seem ngly nothing except a
| oaf of bread.

Pavliov lifts the bread, under it is a folded sheet of paper.
He hands it to Alley.

Alley pulls out his lighter and waves it beneath the paper.
Russian witing, witten in invisible ink, is reveal ed.
Alley studies it.

ALLEY
New arrival ?

Pavl ov nods.
ALLEY
Well, we'd better keep an eye on
him Any idea what he |ooks |ike?

Pavl ov shakes hi s head.



11.

ALLEY
|"msure Fritz will put you two
t oget her. \Wen you nmake contact |et
me know. And be sure to do it this
time. | don't want to rem nd you
again Pavlov. 1I'Il not be inpressed
if | have to pay you another visit
like this, nor | daresay will your
| ady upstairs.

Pavl ov nods vi gorously.

ALLEY
"1l see nyself out.

Al'ley turns on his heel and heads out of the front door.
Pavl ov watches him | eave. Intimdated, he hurries to the
door and locks it. He turns to head back upstairs. As he
does, he notices the damaged back door

I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DAWN

A hotel room Rayner lies asleep beside a dying fire. Alley
wal ks i n, waking Rayner up.

RAYNER

Where were you | ast night?
ALLEY

Qut .
RAYNER

| gathered. When | noticed you
weren't in the office to relieve ne
| assuned you were out.

ALLEY
| was conducting a little
di sci plinary action.

RAYNER
And that took all night?

ALLEY
O course not, but | other things
to do as well. Anything new on the
W res?

RAYNER

Sane as psual. Russi a has no nen,
no supplies, no hope.

ALLEY
As | thought. So it wasn't a wasted
evening after all.

RAYNER
Not for you.



Al'l ey goes to a drawer,

portion.

Al'ley has already left.

ALLEY
Did Sam ask after ne?

RAYNER
He wasn't inpressed that you didn't
check in.

ALLEY
O course he was. \Wat did he say?

RAYNER
He said, quite rightly, it was
i nproper of a British officer to be
gal l'ivanting around w t hout
inform ng his conmander .

ALLEY
He calls it gallivanting, | call it
carrying out C s orders.

RAYNER
C s orders were to assist and
support Russian intelligence
oper ati ons.

ALLEY
More than one way to skin a cat.

RAYNER
Clearly, though if you could take a
shift on the cyphers today I'd be
grateful.

ALLEY
Vell it won't be this norning.
only canme by to pick up sonme noney.
Got a contact who's playing hard
ball, but their information is
worth a pretty penny, or rather two
hundr ed roubl es.

ALLEY
| f Sam asks why | haven't provided
a norning report, tell himit's
because I'mtechnically still on
t he graveyard shift.

RAYNER
Very well. Wen do you think you'l
be --

12.

pull s out a wad of cash and takes a

Rayner slunps back in his chair.



13.
EXT. 2 WH TEHALL COURT - DAY

Scal e approaches the building, passing the plaque reading '2
Wi tehal |l Court'.

| NT. RECEPTI ON - DAY

Peopl e bustle around as Scal e sits readi ng a newspaper
article about pro-British nmenbers of the Russian Duma being
expel l ed by the Tsari na.

A SECRETARY cones up to him

SECRETARY
M Scal e?

SCALE
Yes?

SECRETARY

If you would like to foll ow ne.
The Secretary heads off down a corridor, Scale follows.
INT. CS OFFI CE - DAY

A desk occupi ed by stacks of docunents and a newspaper. The
man at the desk is C, Head of M1lc. Late 50s, clean shaven,
wears a nonocle. He is witing a letter, it reads 'MW dear
David, it is of great inportance that we di scuss the present
situation in Russia.'

He signsit wwith a '"C in green ink

Cwites the letter on top of another docunent, though only
the top of the page is visible. It reads, 'New York. Stories
of pro-German court spreading. Rasputin...'

There is a knock at the door.

C
Yes?

The Secretary enters with Scal e.

C
Ah Joan, thank you
(hands her the letter)
Coul d you see this is delivered to
the Var O fice?

SECRETARY
Yes sir.

The Secretary | eaves. Scal e stands before C.
C

Hel | o again John. How have you been
since | |ast saw you?



C sm | es.

leg, revealing that it is wooden. Scal e does not

SCALE
Very wel |, thank you sir. Although
if I"'mhonest, I'ma little
surprised to be back here.

C
Oh?

SCALE
| got the inpression | didn't fit
t he noul d.

14.

He takes a paper knife and stabs hinself in the

C
You didn't flinch in your interview
either. That to ne says you are
sui t abl e.

SCALE
Sui tabl e? For what, sir?

C
Suitable for a specialist position.
From now on you will be waging a

very different war to your conrades
at the front. You do not exist in
their war, and they will never know
of yours. Is that clear?

SCALE
Yes sir.

C

" m sendi ng you to Petrograd,
attached to the office under the
command of Lieutenant Col onel

Sanuel Hoare. You'll be responsible
for decoding and interpreting
mlitary communi cations, and
advi si ng Col onel Hoare accordingly.

SCALE
' m passing on ny experience then
sir?

C
If you want to put it Iike that.

Scal e | ooks uneasy, C notices.

C
Sonet hi ng w ong?

SCALE
How | ong do you expect ne to be
perform ng these duties sir?

react.



15.

C
Why? Sonmewhere nore inportant to
be?

SCALE

VWell, the front, sir.

C
|''m sure your attachnent to your
men i s strong, but you are one of
ny officers now. You have skills
whi ch can be put to better use, for
the tine being, away fromthe
action.

SCALE
Yes sir. It just mght take a
little while to adjust.

C
O course. Though I'm sure your
work will take your mnd off it. As
will this...

C pulls out a nunber of docunments and hands themto Scal e.

C
See these are delivered to the
British Enbassy in Petrograd. The
anbassador will be expecting you.

C pulls out nore docunents. These are specially sealed with
a 'Top Secret' label. Hands themto Scal e.

C
For Col onel Hoar e.

The phone rings. C answers.

C
Hell 0?... Yes?... \Wen~?..
Excellent... I'lIl see himthis
afternoon. Thank you.

He hangs up.

C
Well, that's everything, report to
the Quartermaster for equi pnent and
travel docunments.

SCALE
Yes sir.

Scal e stands and heads for the door.

C
And John. ..



16.
Scal e turns.

C
Wel come to the new war.

I NT. OFFICE OF SIR DAVID LLOYD GEORGE - DAY

A well furnished War O fice room C occupies an arnchair.
Stood by a drinks cabinet is DAVID LLOYD GEORGE. 50s,

noust ached, smartly dressed. After pouring out two gl asses
of whisky, he joins Cin an arnchair.

LLOYD GEORGE
So what is it you wished to discuss
regardi ng Russi a?

Cpulls a telegramfrom his pocket.

C
| received this fromthe head of
the Petrograd office yesterday.

He hands it to Lloyd CGeorge, who reads it.

LLOYD CGEORGE
Russia will never fight through
anot her winter?

C
The Tsar's decision to command the
arny has not had the desired
effect, and it has not gone
unnoti ced by the people. They now
hol d hi m personal |y responsi ble for
their losses. Their tolerance won't
| ast forever.

LLOYD GEORGE
| amsure Russia's commtnent to
the war would remain strong were it
not for the interference of...
Certain individuals.

C
You' ve seen the papers then?

LLOYD GEORGE
The people may tire of the Tsar
usi ng bodies of nen to bl ock the
road to Russia, but they resent the
Tsarina's neddling in politics even
nore. |If she pushes the Duma too
far they wll desert her, as wll
the citizens.



C
As | see it Russia faces a choi ce.
It must choose to either accept the
hum i ation of defeat and attenpt
to restore its donestic policy...

LLOYD GEORGE
O?
C
O it struggles on and is engul fed
otal annihilation. And therein

[
int
lies the problem
LLOYD CGEORGE
Probl enf?

C
Yes problem Specifically our
pr obl em

LLOYD GEORGE
|'mafraid | don't foll ow

C
The only reason Russia continues to
fight is the will of the Romanovs.
For now at | east they have enough
popul ar support to continue. But
the way things are going it wll
not last. Then there is the
conplication of Rasputin.

LLOYD GEORGE
Ah yes, the ignom nious nystic.

C
The puppetnmaster. He has counsel | ed
the Tsar for years to pull out of
the war. Wth the power he
commands, and the situation as
bleak as it is, he may finally
succeed.

Ll oyd George contenpl ates this.

C
We need Russia in this war,
m ni ster. The Somme canpai gn has
been far nore costly than we
expected. Shoul d Russi a make peace
with the Kaiser, we wll be
out nunber ed, outgunned, and al nost
certainly overwhel ned.

LLOYD GEORGE
Good Lord.

17.



18.

C
Russia's situation is delicately
poi sed. But that could change at
any nonent. We need to buy sone
time. W manage that, we may stand
a chance.

LLOYD GEORGE
So what do you propose?

C
Sei ze the chance.

EXT. PETROGRAD STREET - DAY

Starving civilians nmass outside a bakery. The SHOPKEEPER i s
struggling to maintain order. Scale, who is wal king by,
observes the scene.

SHOPKEEPER
| amsorry! But | have nothing |
can give you. The supply trains
have been commandeered to nove nen
to the front. Any bread | make is
confiscated by mlitary police and

sent to the soldiers. Al | have
left is a few stale | oaves to feed
ny famly.

The crowd is grow ng unruly and aggressi ve.

Wthin the crowd, there is a MAN: young, black hair,
athletic. He | ooks noticeably in better condition that those
around him He is noving fromperson to person, spreading
runmours.

SHOPKEEPER
There is nothing here for you! I am
sorry! Now pl ease | eave, you are
scaring ny children.

The crowd does not | eave. The Man whi spers sonmething to a
small group. They try and charge into the shop, but are
wr est | ed back.

SHOPKEEPER
Stop! Stop! If you continue the
police will renove you with force.

Wthin the crowd, the Man has attracted sone attention.

MAN
Look at what the Tsar's war has
done to you. He and his famly live
i n spl endour, gorging thensel ves
whi | st you starve and your husbands
and sons die. And what do they die
for? To protect the enpire?

( MORE)



MAN (cont' d)
O to satisfy the greed of Bl oody
Ni chol as?

19.

More peopl e are paying attention now, even the shopkeeper.
Scal e hovers on the periphery.

The crowd

The police arrive,
crowmd scatters in panic.

navi gat es

MAN
Peace, ny friends, peace! That is
what we all want. Al except the
Tsar. If we can restore peace then
your | oved ones can cone hone! The

only way to succeed is to force the

Tsar to accept peace, and that can
only be achi eved through di sorder.
On behalf of those at the front |

beg you to loot, riot and protest!

doesn't know how to react.

MAN
Do what you can to nmeke the Tsar

see that the war no | onger serves a

purpose! If we all stand together
against his fruitless cause he
cannot ignore us, and wll be
forced to end hostilities with

Germany. If we succeed, we shall be

gathering around the table to

wel conme our brave nen hone,
toasting their safe return and
savouring the food of a fine
banquet that will mark the start of
a new era of Russia. An era of
peace and prosperity, where --

his way through the fleeing crowd.

| NT. RECEPTI ON - DAY

A functional yet elegant room A RECEPTI ONI ST, 30s,

attractive, sits behind the desk. Scal e approaches.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Yes?

SCALE
The anbassador is expecting ne.
John Scal e.

RECEPTI ONI ST
M Scale... Yes, if you want to go
strai ght through, the anbassador's
office the first on the left.

SCALE
Thank you.

putting an end to the denonstration.

The

The Man seens to nelt away. Scale



20.
| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Scal e stands outside and reads the sign on the door: Sir
Geor ge Buchanan.

Scal e knocks.

BUCHANAN (Q. S.)
Come in.

| NT. GEORGE BUCHANAN S OFFI CE - DAY
Sat at a desk is GEORGE BUCHANAN, the British Ambassador to

Russia. Early 60s, slim |arge noustache, receding hairline.
Smartly dressed.

BUCHANAN

You nust be the envoy from London.
SCALE

John Scal e.
BUCHANAN

Yes, | have been told who you are.

Pl ease, sit down.

SCALE
Thank you. If you have been told
who | am | assune you have al so
been told of the nature of ny work?

BUCHANAN
Tea?
SCALE
| f possible. I'"msurprised you can

get tea out here.

BUCHANAN
Well the British governnent
recogni ses the need to maintain
di plomatic relations with the
Russi ans. Tea, therefore is of
ut nost i nportance in ensuring we
are at our nost politically astute.

SCALE
| see.

BUCHANAN
| believe you have sonething for
nme?

Scal e hands himthe Foreign Ofice docunents. Buchanan
i nspects them

BUCHANAN
Hrmm .. Everything | ooks in order.



Beat .

BUCHANAN
M Scale, | hope you are aware of
the fragile nature of our presence
here. W may be on the sane side as
t he Russi ans, but recent events
have pl aced great strain on our
rel ati onship. Since the Tsarina
expel l ed our closest allies from
the Duma |'ve been placed in an
al nost inpossible position. In the
past |'ve had good relations with
the Tsar and his governnent, but
now ny efforts are devoted to
uphol di ng a productive and
beneficial alliance with the
Tsarina' s stooges. My task, now
that my suspicions have been
confirnmed, is to ensure
Angl o- Russi an rel ations continue to
exi st for the benefit of both
nati ons agai nst our common eneny.
Therefore, | nust inpress upon you
that if you get into trouble here,
t he enbassy can only assist as far
as our relationship with Russia
allows. And that is far froman
i nsurance policy.

SCALE
If you don't m nd nme saying, ny
presence here is nmerely routine.
am not | ooking to cause trouble, |
daresay the sane could be said for
my colleagues. But if it will put
your mnd at rest, ny job is not
that different fromyours. | serve
for the nutual benefit of our
superiors in London, and our
Russian allies.

BUCHANAN
Even so, | do not know what your
| ot get up to, but | do know t hat
if you and your coll eagues cock
this up, your lives may depend on
ne.

Scale gets to his feet.

SCALE
We'd better not cock it up then.

Scal e picks up his briefcase and | eaves.
BUCHANAN

Easi er said than done, M Scal e.
Easi er said than done.
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I NT. THE ASTORI A HOTEL RECEPTI ON - DUSK

A grand hotel reception. Staff, soldiers and dignitaries
bust| e about.

Scal e stands at an enpty desk and rings the bell. No one
conmes. He rings again, still nothing.
ALLEY (O S.)

You can ring it all you like, none
of the staff have nuch tine to
answer it these days.

Scale turns to see Alley approaching.

ALLEY
You nust be C s nman.

SCALE
Yes. John Scale. How did you know?

ALLEY
Man enters wearing a plain suit
carrying a briefcase when every man
inthis building is in uniform and
every man outside is in rags.
Wasn't too nmuch of a | eap.

SCALE
Well, when you put it like that...
ALLEY
Couldn't have tined it better
actually. I was just com ng down
for a knocking off drink. Care to
join nme?
SCALE

| ought to report to Col onel Hoare,
[ et himknow |'ve arrived.

ALLEY
| wouldn't worry about reporting to
Sam just yet. He's probably still
| ocked in his office typing away.
Got the Romani an del egation to
t hank for that.

Scal e stares blankly at Alley, utterly bew | dered.

ALLEY
Go and save those seats over there.
"1l get us sonme drinks. | imagine

you coul d use one after such a |ong
trek.
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| NT. THE ASTORI A HOTEL RESTAURANT - DUSK

Scale and Alley sit at a table in the corner with their
drinks. Meanwhile, hotel staff are putting the finishing
touches to the room it is set up for a grand occasi on.

ALLEY
You know Romani a has finally
decl ared war on Germany?

SCALE
That' Il make the Russians happy,
sonme support at | ast.

ALLEY

Can't see what good it will do

t hough. Germany's strength dwarfs
Romani a' s, even when fighting on
two fronts. Gve it a few nonths
and the Romanians will realise how
blindly they wal ked into this war.
But then the sanme could be said of
everyone involved couldn't it?

SCALE
Could it?

ALLEY
You don't think so?

SCALE
|'ve seen the war, the real war. To
say we wal ked blindly into such
devastation seens rather insulting.

ALLEY
| don't nean to offend, but in this
line of work you know nore about
the war than you do risking life
and linb at the front. Say you want
to know what the German 40th
Divisionis up to. | could tell you
where they are, where they' ve cone
from their strength and their
supply situation

SCALE
So could I, but | ask themin
per son.

ALLEY

But you are limted to what you can
see in front of you. W piece
together the big picture. Wien you
have access to information |ike
that, believe ne when | say Romani a
isn't ready for what it's got

itself into.
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Scal e notices the roomis filling with Russian officers.

SCALE
So what is happening tonight? Wo
are all these nen mlling about?

ALLEY
A few Cossacks, nost of themare
rear echelon types, General Staff
and such. Sone of themare in
intelligence, you'll be seeing a
ot of themin the cypher's office.
But by the | ooks of it they've al
got the evening off for tonight's
event .

SCALE
Event ?

ALLEY
A Romanian mlitary mssion arrives
toni ght, presumably for a
cel ebration. That's why Sam s
likely to be too preoccupied to
nmeet you.

SCALE
Very different to the starving
wetches | passed on ny way over.

ALLEY

A regul ar occurrence around here.
Funny, isn't it? Russia's enpire is
so vast it can't transport enough
supplies to |l ook after itself. And
with the arnmy comandeering so nuch
food the civilians are left with
practically nothing.

SCALE
No wonder they protest. There was a
chap today, | watched himriling up
the crowmd. They seened to |ike what
he had to say.

ALLEY
What was he sayi ng?

SCALE
He called for peace, though he
seenmed to be encouraging the people
toriot. The police arrived before
anyt hing coul d escal ate. He got
away t hough.

ALLEY
VWhat did he | ook |ike?
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SCALE
Short and slight, dark hair cut
neatly. Conpared to the other nen
who | ook like they can't afford a
shave he stood out a mle.

ALLEY
You' |l need to be wary John. Wy
network alerted ne to a new arriva
and he doesn't sound fam i ar.

SCALE
New arrival ?

ALLEY
We hear a | ot about German spies
attenpting to underm ne the war
effort by inciting dissent anong
civilians. If they can force public
action, the Tsar will have to dea
with the donestic situation. He
can't fight his war if he's an
eneny of the people.

SCALE
| see. So you have a network?

ALLEY
My eyes and ears within Jerry's
walls. Plus it hel ps to have
i nformati on on the general nood of
the city.

SCALE
What is the general nood?

ALLEY
You passed it on your way here.
Everyone is fed up of starving.
They hate the war, they hate the
Tsar, and nost of all they hate
Rasputi n.

SCALE
Hhm

ALLEY
The man is a mani ac. But he w el ds
unquestionabl e power, that is a
danger ous conbi nati on.

SCALE
That bad?

ALLEY
More than you realise. You' ve seen
t he people, what their lives have

becone.
( MORE)



ALLEY (cont'd)
Conpare that to Rasputin, a crazed
Si beri an peasant who now hol ds the
Romanovs in the pal mof his hand.
Peopl e are convinced that he
possesses devilish powers, and that
his evil magic is the only
expl anation for their suffering.
Whay do you think he is the first
man t hey bl ame whenever things go
wr ong?

SCALE
That is quite the indictnment. But
there is little in the way of hard
evi dence.

ALLEY
Exactly! And that's what makes
Rasputin so clever. He has managed
to cheat his way to the top of
soci ety, because his closest allies
are the Romanovs. To go agai nst
Rasputin is to go against the Tsar
and Tsari na.

SCALE
From what | saw today, |'d say sone
of themare quite happy to go
agai nst them

ALLEY
VWhich is why it is so dangerous for
power to lie wth Rasputin. Every
deci si on he nmakes, every tine he
sways the Tsarina's judgenent, he
drives the royal famly and the
subj ects further apart. For now at
| east there is still enough fear to
keep the Tsar in power. Notice how
when the police show up they don't
fight back, they run. But if things
continue as they are, one day they
won't run, they'll stand. And when
t hat day cones...

Alley mmes having his throat slit.

ALLEY
Anyway, we don't really concern
oursel ves too much wth the woes of
t he peasants, unless it yields
anyt hi ng useful. The royal court is
our best source of information.

SCALE
How so?

26.
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ALLEY

Russians are sticklers for stature.
We have nmen who cone fromthe right
backgrounds, nove in the right
circles. The courtiers are the ones
to best gauge the general attitude
of society. They don't |ike sharing
their rulers with Rasputin.

SCALE
News fromthe front, opinions from
within the court and out on the
street --

ALLEY
Now you understand why | say we are
better inforned.

Al'l ey | ooks around to see the roomis filling with Russian
of ficers.

ALLEY
Looks like the delegation's
arriving, we ought to leave themto
it. Hopefully we'll be able to
prize Sam away from his desk, and
Gswal d shoul d be finishing soon
t 00.

SCALE
Cswal d?

ALLEY
The other man in the office.

The officers stand to attention as a party of generals and
Romani an officers and dignitaries arrive.

ALLEY
Come on, we'd better head upstairs
before the vodka starts fl ow ng.

As Scale and Alley depart, a general |eads the roomin a
toast. There is a single salute to the Tsar.

I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DUSK

Hotel roons of the Astoria. Large, open plan, a table in one
corner, arnthairs and sofas surround a firepl ace.

Doors | eading to bedroons in the corners. Rayner sits in one
of the arnchairs dozing when Alley and Scal e enter.

ALLEY
That roomis free.

SCALE
Thank you.



28.

Scal e heads to the roomw th his bags. Alley wal ks over to

Rayner and nudges hi m

ALLEY
Wake up. Oswal d, wake up.

Rayner stirs.

RAYNER
Hm?P?

ALLEY
C s new man i s here.

RAYNER
VWher e?

Al'l ey nods towards the room

ALLEY
In there.

Scal e energes with his briefcase which he sets down on the

t abl e.

SCALE
Hello there, sorry if I woke you.

RAYNER
No, no, it's fine. Hello.

ALLEY
John Scal e, Oswal d Rayner.

Scal e and Rayner shake hands.

ALLEY
| s Sam about ?
RAYNER
Not vyet.
ALLEY
We'll have to wait then
(to Scal e)

GCswald is our man in the court.

RAYNER
By a fluke of circunstance. Don't
| et Stephen exaggerate, | spend ny
waki ng hours at the cyphers.

ALLEY
And keep conpany with one of the
ri chest nmen in Russia.

RAYNER
| suppose.
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ALLEY
Speaki ng of which, did you see him
t oday?

RAYNER

| managed to call at the pal ace
before | had to be in the office.

ALLEY
What did he say?

Rayner's about to say when in wal ks SAMJEL HOARE. M d- 30s,
slim stern face, neat black hair. A ponpous figure.

Al l ey shakes his head at Rayner. He stands to greet Hoare.
Scal e and Rayner follow suit.

ALLEY
Good evening, sir.

HOARE
Good eveni ng.

Hoare does not notice Scale, preoccupied with |aying out
docunents taken from his briefcase.

ALLEY
This is Cs new man sir.

Scal e steps forward.

SCALE
John Scal e, sir.

Hoare | ooks up and finally notices Scal e.

HOARE
Oh I"'msorry, hello Scale.

Scal e and Hoar e shake hands.

SCALE
| hope ny arrival hasn't
i nconveni enced you. You | ook rather
busy.

HOARE
Not to worry. It's often like this,
I"'mafraid. Al ways plenty to do.

Alley rolls his eyes behind Hoare. Scale pulls out the
docunents from his briefcase

SCALE
In that case sir, | don't know if
you were made aware but these were
to be delivered to you personally.
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Hoare takes the docunents and sits at the table, reading.
Scale is left standing, taken aback. He | ooks to Alley and
Rayner. Alley shrugs.

HOARE
Gent | enen, could you all gather
round for a nonent.

Al'l ey, Rayner and Scale join Hoare at the table.

HOARE
W have new orders.

Hoare | ays out a photo of Rasputin.

HOARE
Father Grigori Rasputin, advisor to
t he Tsarina and now a person of
interest to Wiitehall. From now on
any di scussion involving this PO
wi |l be done using the codenane
"Dark Forces', is that clear?

The nen all nod.

HOARE
Wi tehal | has grown increasingly
concerned by Dark Forces' extensive
political influence and out spoken
stance agai nst the war.

SCALE
A hazard to the Allied cause?

HOARE
Precisely. A few days ago our New
York office sent reports of
Anmeri can newspapers clai m ng Dark
Forces is conspiring with the
Tsarina to pull Russia out of the
war. They're suspected of I|iaising
with German intelligence operatives
here in Petrograd to enter into
negoti ations. Should they succeed,
it wouldn't take long for al
German units currently engaged in
the east to be redeployed to
France.

ALLEY
And our troops will be unable to
repel them

Scal e gives Alley a disapproving | ook.



HOARE
Qur primary objective is to
i nvestigate these stories and
est abli sh whether there is any
credibility to these clains. W
need to know if Dark Forces is
acting on behalf of German agents
or under the instruction of CGerman
handl ers. Upon achi eving that,
secondary instructions are to
identify potential targets for
sabot age, and apprehend the PO .

ALLEY
"1l pass the word on.

HOARE
Any questions?

RAYNER
Have t he Russi ans made any
inquiries of their own?

HOARE
If the Okhrana are interested in
Dark Forces they are keeping it to
t hensel ves.

ALLEY
Any orders regarding the Tsar or
Tsari na?

HOARE

No, but if it is possible to
investigate their relationship with
Dark Forces then do so. Though any
action nmust be taken w th utnost
care. Britain needs Russia in the
war, and M Buchanan has nade it
clear to ne on nore than one
occasion the difficulty of his
position. If we are conprom sed, it
woul d al nost certainly prevent any
political strategy if it cane to
negotiating to keep Russia in the

fight.

ALLEY
Not to worry sir. M Buchanan's
di pl omacy is our veil. As long as

he does his job, no reason why
anyone shoul d know about ours.

HOARE
| shall want constant updates on
proceedings. C wl| expect regular
reports.

Rayner and Scal e nod, Alley just grins.
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HOARE
Good. Alright thank you gentl enen.
If you'll excuse ne.
Hoare | eaves them
ALLEY

So Gswal d, what happened at the
pal ace? John. ..

Al'l ey beckons Scale to sit with himand Rayner by the fire.

RAYNER

Felix seenms frustrated --
SCALE

|"'msorry. Felix?
RAYNER

Fel i x Yusupov, an old friend.
SCALE

Ri ght .
RAYNER

Felix reads the news. Like the rest
of the court he is angered by the
cl ose bond between the Tsarina and
Dar k Forces.

ALLEY
W need to find out if he's heard
t he sanme runopurs the Anericans
have. If he has, we m ght be able
to find a source.

SCALE
You believe the runours are
genui ne?

ALLEY
| do.

RAYNER

Felix | eaves for the Crinea
tonorrow for a nonth. But when he
returns |'"msure there will be a
nonent to raise the topic in
conversation

ALLEY
Perfect. See what you can get out
of himand we'll go fromthere.
Until then we need to be on the
alert for any suspicious activity.

Al'l ey checks his watch.
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ALLEY
| suggest we head back down to the
restaurant. The formalities should
have ceased by now, there's
probably a few on the General Staff
who have hit the nmadeira harder
t han they should. They nmay be
persuaded to divul ge nore than they
ought to.

SCALE
Doesn't sound very proper

ALLEY
Not even slightly.

I NT. THE ASTORI A HOTEL RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Al l ey | eads Rayner and Scale into the restaurant. Russian
officers are mlling about tal king, snoking and dri nking.

ALLEY
Split up. See what you can find
out .

Al'l ey heads off into the crowd. Rayner and Scal e stick
t oget her.

SCALE
" mnot sure what we'll be able to
get fromthis.

RAYNER
It's worth a try, | suppose.

Scal e and Rayner start wandering through the crowd. Scale
spots a figure in the corner with a pen and pad, taking
notes. He is not dressed |like the others.

SCALE

Is that?... | don't believe it.
RAYNER

VWhat ?
SCALE

Come with ne.

Scal e | eads Rayner towards the man. He is ROBERT WLTON
Late 40s, noustached, short hair.

SCALE
Robert ?

WLTON
John! What on earth are you doing
here?

The two share a friendly handshake.



SCALE
Ah government business. Wat about
you?

WLTON
Still with The Tinmes. Tonight
seenmed a good chance for a rousing
pi ece on the new alliance.

SCALE
O course. Robert this is OGswald
Rayner, a col | eague of m ne.
(to Rayner)
Robert and | briefly worked
t oget her in London.

W LTON
How do you do?

Rayner and W ton shake hands.

He checks

RAYNER
Are you having a profitable
eveni ng?

WLTON
| suppose. The occasion is enough
for the norning edition, but it is
not exactly front page wort hy.
Not hing i s around here.

SCALE
No?
W LTON
No, it seens all | send back to

London these days is articles on
t he donestic unrest and mlitary
set backs.

RAYNER
What do you say in these articles?

W LTON
Not hi ng that hasn't been said a
t housand ti mes before. Sonetines
t he di scontent generates so nuch
gossip the articles practically
wite thensel ves.

hi s wat ch.
W LTON

But al as deadli nes al ways seemto
| oom bef ore one has the chance to

wite them If you'll excuse ne, |
ought to be heading off. W nust
catch up properly John. 1I'Il wite

to you to arrange sonet hing.

34.



SCALE
| look forward to it. Goodni ght
Robert, good to see you again.

W LTON
And you John. Goodnight to you
bot h.
Wlton | eaves them
RAYNER

| wonder if the gossip he nentioned
has anything to do with Dark

For ces.

SCALE
|"msure it's a possibility. Wen
he wites I'll ask to neet him

somewhere and put it to him

RAYNER
Stephen will be pleased.

SCALE
| "' m sure.

Scal e and Rayner head back through the crowd.
EXT. PARK - DAY

Scal e sits on a park bench, waiting. People wander past
n

until WIlton arrives. He sits beside Scale.
SCALE
Robert, thanks for com ng.
W LTON
Not at all John. | just hope

what ever you wanted to ask is worth
braving the cold for.

SCALE
Hopefully it is. | wanted to ask
about the gossip you tal ked about
at the reception |ast week.

W LTON
Yes?
SCALE
| wondered if you could el aborate.
W LTON
There's not nmuch to el aborate on,
John. I'm sure you' ve seen enough

by now to draw your own
concl usi ons.
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SCALE
Even so, |'minterested to hear it.

W LTON
For the nost part it's nothing nore
than fantastic nusings. Butchery
conducted by the Tsar, the
corruption in the Duma, scapegoats
to blanme for the lack of food. It's
all the sane.

SCALE
What about Rasputin?

W LTON
Plenty on himtoo. Hardly
sur pri si ng.

SCALE
Come on Robert, you know what
mean. The stories of Rasputin and
t he Tsarina. Their pro-Gernman
court. A man in your profession
nmust have heard about it.

WLTON
O course. But they're just
runours. It's barely worth
ment i oni ng.

SCALE
|f that were true, why are papers
in Anerica printing themas if they
are genui ne? Because if the runours
are true, The Tines really dropped
the ball on this one.

W LTON
| didn't dispatch anything on the
matter because even if | did
believe what | heard, | have no
evidence to prove it. There is
nothing as far as | can tell that
confirms the story, just
specul ation. Cearly that seens
good enough for American papers.
But we conduct ourselves with
rather nore integrity than that!

SCALE
Can you think of anything that
m ght suggest the runours are
genui ne?

Wlton thinks for a nonent.
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W LTON
We covered a story | ast year
Li eut enant Col onel Sergei
M asoedov, accused of espionage on
behal f of Germany. He was found
guilty and executed. | wote an
article arguing Germany's mlitary
successes |ast winter were possible
because of the information
M asoedov supplied. Harsh security
measures were inplenented in the
wake of M asoedov's execution, and
hi s associ ates were suspected of
bei ng part of his network. Back in
April, Vladimr Sukhom inov was
arrest ed.

SCALE
The M nister for War?

W LTON

The very same. He's been under
scrutiny for years. Rightly so,
he's a blundering fool when it
cones to policy. But he was an
affiliate of M asoedov. The police
i nvestigation found he'd deposited
mllions into the Deutsche Bank in
Berlin.

SCALE
| don't see what this has to do
with --

W LTON
Two nont hs ago, Sukhonlinov was
rel eased from prison and pl aced
under house arrest. It was the
Tsarina who granted his rel ease.
But what's interesting is that
Sukhom i nov and his wife are cl ose
to Rasputin. You can bet he
counselled the Tsarina to effect
his friend s rel ease.

SCALE
So Rasputin and the Tsarina
intervene to pardon a friend who
not only was an associate of a
convi cted spy, but has hinself been
i npri soned for espionage
activities.

W LTON
Suspicious, isn't it?

SCALE
Very.



W LTON
The problemis there is nothing
concrete proving Rasputin is
i nvol ved i n what ever Sukhom i nov
and M asoedov were. For all we
know, Rasputin has done Sukhom i nov
a favour and has probably enjoyed
t he sexual favours of his wife for
his trouble. In fact, I wouldn't be
surprised if that was his notive in
the first place.

SCALE
You're sure there is nothing nore
than just an old friendship?

W LTON
There m ght be. But | haven't found
anything. If Rasputin is working
for the Germans he's doing a good
j ob of keeping his hands clean. As
for Sukhoml inov, the shady conpany
he kept ruined him and in many
ways it's put Russia's security at
risk. | doubt you'll find nmuch nore
of a link between them

Scal e ponders this.

W LTON
There is one nore thing you m ght
be interested in.

SCALE
VWhat's that?

W LTON
Supposedl y when M asoedov was
executed, he confessed to his
crinmes, saying only the triunph of
Germany coul d save the autocracy of
Russia. What's to stop others
sharing that belief? In the tine
|"ve been in Petrograd |I've seen
t he Tsar stand stubbornly in the
way of reform |'ve watched the
Tsarina appoint mnisters not fit
to hold office, and we've all heard
of Rasputin's doings. Al three
tarnish the dignity of the
nonar chy, and after years of war,
it is becom ng harder to be | oya
to both the Tsar and Russia. For
those still desperately loyal to
t he Tsar, perhaps betraying one's
country is the only way to preserve
its ruler. O alternatively,
per haps betraying one's country is
the only way to protect oneself?
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SCALE
O course! Rasputin needs the
Romanovs and he knows that. Through
his relationship with Sukhomnl i nov
he can make contact with the right
people to initiate a sabot age
operation. Wth Russia out of the
war, the Tsar can return to
focusi ng on preserving his dynasty,
ensuring the security of Rasputin's
position al ongsi de the royal

famly.

W LTON
It's a conpelling theory John, but
you still lack proof.

SCALE

But it's a start. Rasputin has a
notive for spying for Germany, the
connections to accused agents and
the protection of the royal famly.
There nust be sonme hard evidence
proving he acted on those
opportunities.

WLTON
If there is, be sure to tell ne
once you've cracked it. I'd like at

| east one scoop to ny nane before
the war's over.

I NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - DUSK

An extravagant room furnished with all the luxuries that
the weal thiest man in Russia would inherit. Sat on one of
the sofas drinking madeira is Felix Yusupov, now 29 though
still young | ooking.

The butler, BYZH NSKI, enters. Ageing, dignified and wearing
an immacul ate suit and tails.

BYZHI NSK
M Rayner to see you, Your
H ghness.

YUSUPOV

Show himin pl ease, Byzhi nski

Byzhi nski nods courteously and shows Rayner into the room
Yusupov stands as Rayner enters.

YUSUPOV
GCswal d!

RAYNER
Hel | o again, Felix.

Yusupov pulls Rayner into a hug.



Byzhi nsk

YUSUPOV
May | offer you a drink?

RAYNER
Sonmet hing to keep out that w nter
cold wouldn't go am ss.

automatically starts pouring drinks.

YUSUPOV
So ny friend, how have you been
since | saw you | ast?

RAYNER
It's been a rather nundane nont h.
We had a new nan arrive in the
office. He seens to have settled

well. He came fromthe front.
YUSUPOV

A hero! | would like to neet him
RAYNER

| thought you mght. If your
eagerness qualifies as an
invitation I'msure he would
acconpany rme.

YUSUPOV
Has he told you much of the war in
France?

RAYNER
The boys are maki ng progress, but
Fritz is making them pay for every
yard of ground. Not that dissimlar
to Russia's situation it would
seem

YUSUPOV
Wth Britain and France fighting
hard in the west, and our gall ant
struggle in the east, the Germans
are slowy crunbling under the
pressure of our conbined efforts.
Al we need nowis the final blow

RAYNER
W' ve been saying that for sone
time Felix. Perhaps a new strategy
woul d wor k?

YUSUPOV
Nonsense. As | see it our strength
lies in having the courage to break
out and press the advantage we took
during Brusilov's attacks in the

sunmer .
( MORE)
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YUSUPOV (cont' d)
| f our men can break the line in
t he south, we can push through to
Austria-Hungary with support from
Romani a. Wth them def eated we can
encircle the Kaiser.

RAYNER
| admre your optimsm but if
you'll forgive ne |'ve heard

conflicting stories of Russia's
present situation.

YUSUPOV
That is just Bol shevi k propaganda.

RAYNER
You're not worried that there may
be some truth behind what they're
sayi ng?

YUSUPOV
Not at all. These radicals want
only to turn the peopl e against the
Tsar for their own treacherous
ambi ti ons.

RAYNER
"' m sure the Bol shevi ks woul d argue
the Tsar is equally guilty of that.

YUSUPOV
The Tsar works tirelessly to serve
the interests of his people and
lead his arny. If there is
hostility towards him it is
Rasputin's neddling that has caused
it. He is the guilty one.

Rayner opens his nouth to say sonething, but hesitates.

RAYNER
How s the hospital w ng doi ng?

YUSUPOV
It has been well received. Everyday
they bring in nore wounded. | am
sorry to say many are beyond hel p.

RAYNER
Better than nothing | suppose. And
|"'msure they're being treated
better than the civilians.

YUSUPOV
We have Protopopov to thank for

t hat !
( MORE)

41.
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YUSUPOV (cont' d)
My bl ood boils at the thought of
that fool holding office only
because of the dark conpany he
keeps.

Byzhi nski enters.

BYZHI NSK
Excuse ne, Your Hi ghness, but the
princess w shes to speak to you.

YUSUPOV
Can it not wait?

RAYNER
Oh no, please don't put her off on
nmy account .

YUSUPOV
Very wel | .

I NT. MO KA PALACE RECEPTI ON HALL - DUSK

Yusupov and Rayner stand at the door. Byzhinski brings
Rayner's hat and coat.

RAYNER
Thank you.

Rayner puts on his hat and coat.

RAYNER
|"msure I'lIl see you again soon
Felix, and give ny best to Irina.

YUSUPOV
O course.

The two shake hands. Rayner heads out into the courtyard.
EXT. MJ KA PALACE COURTYARD - DUSK

Rayner wal ks through the courtyard to the gates. He | ooks
behi nd himto nmake sure the doors are cl osed before kicking
the snow, frustrated at m ssing his opportunity.

| NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DUSK

Rayner enters and throws his coat noodily onto one of the
arnchairs. He doesn't see Scale at the desk, witing.

SCALE
Everything all right, Oswal d?

Rayner junps.



RAYNER
Oh, John, didn't see you there.
Everything's fine, | just bottled
t he chance to quiz Felix tonight.
SCALE
Ah. Well never mnd, there'll be

ot her opportunities.

RAYNER
| suppose. What are you writing?

SCALE
Just a letter to an old friend at
the front.

RAYNER
want to know how your nmen are
doi ng?

SCALE
Sonmehow | still feel | have a duty
of care towards them | need to
know they're all right.

RAYNER
| understand. Are you on tonight?

SCALE
|'"mgoing to finish this then head
down to the office. Hopefully it
wi || be quiet tonight.

Al l ey bursts in.

ALLEY
Conme with nme.
RAYNER
|"msorry?
ALLEY
| need you to conme with ne now.
SCALE
| can't. I'mat the cyphers
t oni ght.
ALLEY
Never mnd that. | need you to
cone.
SCALE

| have orders.

ALLEY
And now I'mtelling you this
i nst ead.
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SCALE
|"'msorry Stephen. | won't
spont aneously disregard ny duties.

ALLEY
Fine. Oswal d, get your coat.

Al'ley storns out of the room Rayner hesitates for a nonent,
t hen picks up his coat and foll ows.

EXT. PETROGRAD STREET - DUSK

Al l ey wal ks briskly. Rayner struggles to keep up.

ALLEY
How d it go with Felix?
RAYNER
Not wel | .
ALLEY
Way not ?
RAYNER

| had a chance to question him
about the rumours, but for whatever
reason | couldn't do it.

ALLEY
Well that's no good.

RAYNER
But I'Il see himagain soon, | wll
ask himthen, |I'm sure.

ALLEY

Hope so. You're no bloody use to
anyone if you can't.

RAYNER
| know. Stephen, where are we
goi ng?
ALLEY
| have an appoi ntnent, but | need
sonmeone with ne. 1'Il explain
| ater.

Al'l ey peels off the street into an alleyway. Rayner foll ows.
EXT. PETROGRAD BACK ALLEY - DUSK

Al'l ey strides down the darkened all eyway, Rayner follow ng
nervously behi nd.

EXT. STREET CORNER - DUSK

Al'l ey wal ks out onto the street. Rayner is about to
follow...
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ALLEY
Get back

Al'l ey turns around and bundl es Rayner back into the
al l eyway. They hover in the shadows, |ooking across the
street.

RAYNER
VWhat is it?

ALLEY
Wai t .

They watch Pavl ov's house across the street. A car pulls up
outside. The Man fromthe denonstration clinbs out of the
passenger seat. He is wearing a large trench coat with the
collar pulled up. The car pulls away as the Man knocks on
the door. Pavlov lets himin.

ALLEY
Looks |i ke we have sone tine to
kill. You stay here, keep an eye on
t hat house.

RAYNER

Where are you goi ng?

ALLEY
|"mgoing to the other end, stop
peopl e com ng down here.

Al'l ey heads off. Rayner stands in the shadows, his focus
solely on the house.

EXT. STREET CORNER - NI GHT

Rayner continues to nonitor the house. He rubs his tired
eyes. He doesn't hear Alley approach behind him

ALLEY
Anyt hi ng?
Rayner junps.
RAYNER
No, not hi ng.
ALLEY
It nust be inportant if it's taking
this |ong.

The front door opens and the Man steps out. Pavl ov watches
himl eave as the Man starts up the street. As he wal ks, a
car pulls up beside him The Man clinbs in and the car takes
of .

ALLEY
Let's give it a mnute.
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Al'l ey | ooks around to nmake sure the coast is clear.

ALLEY
Al right, let's go.

Al'l ey energes onto the street and crosses the road, Rayner
fol |l ows.

EXT. HOUSE - N GHT
Al'l ey knocks at the door. Pavlov opens it inmmediately.

PAVLOV
Come in.

Al'l ey heads inside, followed by Rayner.
| NT. GROUND FLOOR - NI GHT

A different woman to the one Alley burst in on, MAYA is
cooking in the corner.

PAVLOV
Maya, Qo upstairs.
Maya exits.
PAVLOV
Pl ease. ..

Pavlov invites Alley and Rayner to sit at the dining table.

ALLEY
You get through them fast Pavl ov.
Is it your aimto sleep with every
woman in Petrograd before the war
is over?

Pavl ov says not hi ng.

ALLEY
VWho was that nan earlier?

PAVLOV
The new arrival. My handl ers
arranged the neeting.

ALLEY
| couldn't catch a glinpse of him
What does he | ook Iike?

PAVLOV
Bl ack hair. Brown eyes. No ol der
than twenty five. But he is
confident. Unlike the other agents
Germany sends into Petrograd he
seens able to handle hinself. He's
al ready started building a network.
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ALLEY
Did you get all that?
RAYNER
| think so.
ALLEY
Good.

(to Pavl ov)
Did he tell you anything that
suggests a mssion or target?

PAVLOV
He issued nme with orders to spread
stories that woul d hel p damage
nor al e.

RAYNER
VWhat sort of stories?

PAVLOV
Anyt hi ng to nmake people stop
believing in the war.

ALLEY
Any reference to Dark Forces?

Pavl ov shakes hi s head.

ALLEY
Dam. All right Pavlov, keep ne
updated as to his novenents and any
instructions he gives you. I'll get
London to fabricate some stories
for you. Contact ne at the first
mention of Dark Forces.

Pavl ov nods. Alley gives hima stern | ook to ensure Pavlov's
got the nessage. He then stands and heads for the door.

ALLEY
"1l be in touch soon Pavl ov,
goodni ght .
Al'l ey heads out of the front door. Rayner foll ows.
EXT. PETROGRAD STREET - N GHT

Al'l ey and Rayner wal k through a deserted street.

ALLEY
VWell that was both informati ve and
annoyi ng.

RAYNER

|"m sure, but why did you need ne?
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ALLEY
We're hunting spies Gswald. If he
kills me you're the only one who's
got an accurate description of him
Pavl ov can't kill himw thout
bl owi ng his cover. Think of it as
rei nf orcenent.

Rayner doesn't respond, he just stares up the street. Alley
sees he's unconfortable.

ALLEY
It's all part of the job Gswal d.
That's why we all carry these.

Al l ey opens his coat to reveal a hol stered Wbl ey revol ver.

ALLEY
Anyway, the Germans are remarkably
| azy when it comes to their
operatives. Poorly trained and
poorly prepared. W should have no
troubl e taki ng down sone youth
who's armed wi th nothing nore than
a pathetic devotion to the Kaiser.
Fancy a drink when we get in?

Al l ey strides on, |leaving a daunted Rayner to hurry after
hi m

I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DAY

Hoare is sat witing a letter when Scal e enters.

SCALE
Morning sir.

HOARE
Hell o Scale. Are you just getting
in?

SCALE

Yes sir. Busy night at the cyphers.

HOARE
Anything to report?

SCALE
W' ve reached the Ancre heights.
Conbat reports were comng in al

ni ght .
HOARE
Splendid. Is your old unit
i nvol ved?
SCALE
| don't know sir. | haven't had any

mail for sone tine.
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HOARE
| see. What el se?

SCALE
The Germans attacked in the east.
The Romani ans are falling back.

HOARE
Shame. They were doing so well.

SCALE
But they didn't anticipate a
count erof fensi ve of such magni t ude.

HOARE
| suppose not. Wat about your
correspondence with M WIlton? Any
progress?

SCALE
It's been nonths and we're no
cl oser to a breakthrough than when
| first arrived. We talk regularly,
but now nore in hope than
expectation of new | eads.

HOARE
Well we nustn't give up

SCALE
O course not sir.

Scal e heads to his room He puffs his cheeks and sighs
deeply, tired of his seemingly futile routine.

EXT. MO KA PALACE - DAY

Ordinary day outside the pal ace, people go about their
busi ness.

YUSUPOV (O S.)
VWhat ?!

| NT. MJ KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - DAY
A heated argunment. Rayner stands off agai nst Yusupov.

RAYNER
You can't deny the thought has
crossed your mnd Feli x.

YUSUPOV
Gswal d | cannot believe you would
even suggest such a thing!

RAYNER
Conme on Felix! You read the papers,
hear the runours at court.



YUSUPOV
Li es propagated by her enem es!

RAYNER
Felix! Look nme in the eye and tell
me you don't believe the Tsarina is
atraitor.

YUSUPOV
My Queen is a pawn of Rasputin! He
is your traitor!

RAYNER
My thoughts exactly, but | need
proof. | need to know t he source of

t hese runours you' ve heard.

YUSUPOV
| don't know OGswal d. Gossip pl agues
the court. It's always the sane
nonsense - -

RAYNER
Li ke what ?

YUSUPOV
You know. Scandal ous affairs, noney
troubles --

RAYNER
Col | abor ati on?

YUSUPOV
Enough!

RAYNER

Stories of a pro-CGerman conspiracy
within the court. You nust have
heard sonet hi ng Feli x.

YUSUPOV
Al'l right! Yes, | have heard of
that. But | refuse to believe it.

RAYNER
Wiy not? It's plausible. Peace
woul d al | eviate radical pressure,
restore donestic order. The Tsarina
could protect her --

YUSUPOV
The Tsarina has nothing to do with
it!

RAYNER
What does it matter to you if you
don't believe it to be true?
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YUSUPOV
... It cannot be true. The Tsarina
woul d never go agai nst her country.

RAYNER
She is Gernan.

YUSUPOV
And Enpress of Russi al

RAYNER
Her cl osest friend wants peace.

YUSUPOV
By commtting treason?!

RAYNER
Wul d you be surprised if Rasputin
betrayed his country to save his

ski n?

YUSUPOV
O course not. But still... It's
out r ageous.

RAYNER

Nevert hel ess. These stories nust
have a source. Think! Wi could it
have been?

YUSUPOV
| do not know.

RAYNER
VWho?

YUSUPOV
Enough!

Rayner, surprised by this outburst, backs down.

YUSUPOV
| do not wish to defend nyself in
my own house, and do not wish to
gquarrel with a friend.

Byzhi nski enters.

BYZHI NSK
Excuse ne, Your Hi ghness, M
Puri shkevich is on the tel ephone
for you.

YUSUPOV
Very wel .

Yusupov heads for the door.
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YUSUPOV
Pour M Rayner another drink, then
see him out.

Rayner and Yusupov stare at each other before Yusupov storns
out. Byzhinski pours Rayner a drink, then departs.

Rayner wanders around the room frustrated. He stops at
Felix's desk. A letter sits on it. Curious, Rayner starts to
r ead.

YUSUPOV (V. Q)
My dearest Nicholas. Since we |ast
met | have thought hard about what
you said, and | want to put your
mnd at rest. | know you have your
suspicions, and | know t hey echo
t he runours that abound the court,
but | assure you that any
suggestion of infatuation with
Father Grigori is an exaggeration
of our closeness. Qur conversations
are the result of the trust between
us, and our neetings have been
fal sely judged as vul gar and
obscene. Qur tal ks are fascinating,
Father Gigori is always wlling to
preach his revel ati ons, though
sonetinmes | confess | do not al ways
share his outl ook for Russia. You
have al ways been good to ne
Ni chol as, and now | seek your

advice. | hope to see you soon to
di scuss these matters. Your friend,
Fel i x.

Byzhi nski enters with Rayner's hat and coat. Hi s entrance
startl es Rayner

RAYNER
Thank you.

Rayner hurriedly takes his hat and coat and departs.
Byzhi nski notices he has not touched his drink.

EXT. TOMN SQUARE - DAY

A raucous crowd has gathered to protest. Myving anongst them
is the Man.

MAN
MI1lions of nmen dead al ready. How
many nore? How nmuch | onger?

EXT. ALLEYWAY - DAY
Alley neets an Informant. Their conversation is inaudible.

The informant points to the end of the alleyway and right.
Al l ey hands hi ma package. The informant heads off.
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Al'l ey heads the way the informant pointed. He pulls out a
revol ver and checks it's | oaded before pocketing it.

EXT. TOMWN SQUARE - DAY
The crowd is growi ng nore passionate about the Man's speech.

MAN
A butcher rules the arny, a whore
rul es the governnent, and the Devil
rules us all!

The crowd hisses and jeers angrily as Alley energes into the
street, he clocks the Man.

MAN
Ever since that peasant took over,
we have been |l ed frombad to worse.
And why? Because he is a traitor
Rasputin has been feeding secrets
to the Germans for years! He nust
face the justice of the people. He
must pay for his crines!

Alley starts making his way through the baying crowd. H's
focus solely on the Man.

MAN
Germany is not the eneny anynore.
The Tsar is your foe for as long as
he stands in our way. He has had
his chance. Nowis the tine to
force himto listen to our demands
for peace. And we shall riot unti
he |i stens.

Al'ley closes in on the Man. He reaches into his pocket. ..

MAN
Join me now, ny friends! Show the
Tsar what we can do and what we
wll continue to do until he
| i stens!

The denonstration turns violent. Shop wi ndows are smashed,
effigies of the Tsar and Tsarina are brought forward. They
are kicked, beaten and spat on by the crowd before being
hanged in a nock execution. The dumm es are then set alight.

Am dst the chaos, Alley reaches the Man, revol ver drawn. The
Man spots Alley and starts to barge through the crowd to
flee. Alley gives chase.

The police arrive on horseback, but the rioters stand their
ground. The Man is bl ocked by protesting civilians, Aley
pounces on him They grapple. The Man grabs the revol ver.

ALLEY
You're comng with ne.
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MAN
You'l | be nobbed the nonent you

try.

Al ey struggles to release the revolver. As they fight, the
gun goes off sending panic through the crowd, many of whom
scar per.

The nmounted police start to split up the cromd. In the
chaos, Alley and the Man are knocked apart, Alley falls to
the ground. Seizing the opportunity, the Man flees. He's

| ong gone by the tinme Alley recovers. Alley curses his |uck.

I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DUSK

Scal e and Rayner sit by the fire playing chess. Scale is
W nni ng.

RAYNER
Clearly ny Prussians are no match
for the finest nen of the Punjabi
Regi ment .

SCALE
Ah you underestimte yourself
Kai ser. Although let's see how you
react to... This.

Scal e noves his Knight to check Rayner's King.

SCALE
Check.

Rayner ponders over the board.
RAYNER
Sonmewhere along the line |I nust
have made a m scal cul ati on

SCALE
Li ke opening a second front.

The nen chuckl e.

RAYNER
Let's give that a go.

Rayner noves his Rook to cover the Knight.

SCALE
And now to close the trap.

Scale brings up his Queen, it's checkmate. Rayner grins.

RAYNER
Wl | pl ayed.
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SCALE
Thank you. C assic pincer novenent,
never fails.

Al'ley hurries in.
ALLEY

(to Rayner)
Cone with nme.

This tinme Rayner does not question it. He fetches his coat.

SCALE
VWhat's this?

ALLEY
W' ve got an appoi nt nent.

Scal e makes to join them

ALLEY
No, no. No need for you to cone
John, two of us is satisfactory.

SCALE
| ought to cone.

ALLEY
It's not exactly official.

Scal e stands.

SCALE
| thought that was all part of the
j ob?

ALLEY
If you insist. Who knows, maybe
you'll enjoy yourself.

EXT. ALLEYWAY - N GHT

Al'l ey, Rayner and Scal e head down a narrow street, clearly a
rough part of town.

ALLEY
This is it.

Al'ley | eads themover to a row of houses. Approaching one,
he knocks on the door. A |large man opens the way for them
Alley enters, followed by Rayner and Scal e.

| NT. PUBLI C HOUSE - NI GHT

There is a wld party with peasants | aughing and dri nking.
Gypsy nmen play instrunents and sing whilst wonen dance with
abandon. Prostitutes |linger around the bar. Sone | ead nen

t hrough beaded curtains down a corridor in the corner of the
room
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ALLEY
Renember, we're here for
i nf ormati on.

A Prostitute cones over to them

PROSTI TUTE
You boys | ooking for sonme conpany?

Al'l ey nom nates Scale by placing his hand on Scale's
shoul der.

ALLEY
My friend here.

Scal e 1 ooks uncertainly at Alley, who reciprocates with a
nod. The Prostitute smles seductively as she takes Scale's
hand and | eads hi mthrough the beads down the corridor.

RAYNER
You have a very cruel sense of
humour .

ALLEY
What ?

RAYNER

| heard you, back at the Astoria,
‘you m ght even enjoy yourself'. |
hope you have a good reason for

t his.

ALLEY
So do I. Come on

Al'l ey and Rayner approach the bar. Sat on one of the
barstools is ANNA: 20s, beautiful, wearing a cheap dress.

ALLEY
(whi spers in her ear)
Time for a quick one?

Anna junps with surprise.

ANNA
| was starting to wonder if you'd
forgotten ne.

ALLEY
Not a chance. | got held up

Al'l ey pulls Rayner forward.

ALLEY
Anna this is a friend of m ne,
wondered if he could get in on the
action.
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Anna | ooks at Rayner, who stands grinning, trying to be
confident.

ALLEY
Is there a room free?

Anna | eads Alley and Rayner fromthe bar through the
curtains.

| NT. BROTHEL CORRI DOR - N GHT

Anna | eads All ey and Rayner towards her room The sounds
from behind closed doors ring in Rayner's ears. A door opens
and a satisfied custoner wal ks out and passes them
tightening his belt around his tunic.

Qut si de a door, Anna opens it and invites Alley and Rayner
i nsi de.

| NT. ANNA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
A sinple room Just a bed and a few candl es on a table.

Anna sits on the bed. Alley stands beside her. Rayner
hovers, uncertain, by the door.

ALLEY
wel | ?

ANNA
You know the rules. Pay first.

Al l ey takes out a wad of cash and hands it over.

ALLEY
So?

ANNA
We have new orders. The girls are
to try and get close to officers on
the staff. They have tried to
recruit people to place inside the
of fice but haven't found anyone

yet.
ALLEY
Debriefs the same?
ANNA
My handl er asks for reports, | tel

hi m about supplies comng into the
docks or which reginents are
resting in the barracks. Wuld be
good information if it wasn't al
made up.

ALLEY
And the Germans haven't gotten
suspi ci ous?
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ANNA
Wiy woul d they? Al their agents
report to you so we know what we
have to feed them and if all the
reports sound the sanme there's no
reason they would think we were

| yi ng.
Al'ley turns to Rayner.

ALLEY
Gswal d? Anything you'd |ike to add?
RAYNER
Any nention of Dark Forces, M ss?
ANNA
Not that | know.
RAYNER
Not even an inplication? O a
codenane?
ANNA

The whol e network works for the
British. W know everyone that the
Ger mans know. Anyone new that we
report to, we know their handlers
and their infornmers. The Germans
have no secrets.

ALLEY
Blast. Al right then. Gswal d,
could you wait outside. | have
sonething to discuss with Anna

privately.
Rayner nods and exits.
| NT. BROTHEL CORRI DOR - NI GHT

Rayner steps into the corridor, carefully shutting the door
behind him Further up the corridor a door opens, and out
wal ks a shadowed figure, RASPUTIN. Rayner stands, stunned.
Rasputin heads up the corridor and out into the bar.

| NT. PUBLI C HOUSE - NI GHT

Rayner energes back into the party. He | ooks around for
Rasputin, but the nonk has vani shed. Rayner spots Scal e sat
at the bar, he goes to join him

SCALE
You know, when we were behind the
lines in France we were told not to
say anythi ng because we coul dn't
know who we were talking to. |
never thought 1'd be the one to be
wary of.
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Beat .
SCALE
| suppose | ought to be thankful
there's little chance of tonight
bei ng nmentioned in di spatches.

Scal e drinks heavily. Alley storns up behind them visibly
annoyed.

ALLEY
We' re | eavi ng.

Al'l ey heads for the exit.
EXT. ALLEYWAY - NI GHT

Al'l ey marches up the street, Rayner and Scale in tow.

RAYNER
What ' s happened? Sonet hi ng w ong?
ALLEY
Qur man's dead.
RAYNER
Pavl ov?
ALLEY
No, the bl oody German.
SCALE
That's good, one less to worry
about .
ALLEY
And now we will never be able to
guestion himon Dark Forces' |ink
to his spymasters
SCALE
Oh.
ALLEY
| had him | bl oody had himat the
squar e.
RAYNER

Don't let it get to you. There's no
guar antee he woul d have provi ded
anyt hi ng useful. You heard what
that Anna girl said, Dark Forces
hasn't been nenti oned.

ALLEY
Anot her breakt hrough to shout
about. This damm investigation,
it's just one dead end after
anot her .



Al'l ey charges up the street in a foul npod. Rayner and
keep their distance.

I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - NI GHT

Hoare waits expectantly in the roomas Alley bursts in.

Rayner and Scal e foll ow

HOARE
Ah, gentlenen, |'ve been waiting
for you. | want a progress report.
Al'l ey snorts.
ALLEY

What progress?

HOARE
| woul d expect that after two
nmont hs of enquiry you woul d have
nmade some progress.

ALLEY
You woul d t hi nk.

HOARE
| do not care for your tone, Alley.
| want to know how the
i nvestigation is going.

ALLEY
We have not hing. Everything we have
tried has fail ed.

SCALE
It seens the runours relating to
Dark Forces are solely that.
Evi dence of credibility or a
definite source has been
unt raceabl e.

HOARE
So what were you all doing tonight?

ALLEY
Wasting nmy tine.

RAYNER
We were neeting a contact who m ght
have provided information from
within the German network. But it
was unsuccessful .

HOARE
VWhat about the court?

60.
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RAYNER
has been nobst insistent on

the matter. He does not know. Nor
it seens does anyone.

HOARE
| see.
RAYNER
Al t hough. .
HOARE
Yes?
RAYNER
Fel i x has been seeking the advice

of a friend on his relationship
with Dark Forces. It seens they are
closer than he originally let on.

HOARE

s there a | ead we can pursue?

RAYNER

|'"mnot sure. As | see it he has
not been close with Dark Forces for
sone time, and he was so passionate
in his denial that | think he is
telling the truth

HOARE

Very well gentlenen, | am sensing
we are going around in circles. |

Wl i

nform Wi tehall in the

norning and await their orders. In
the meantine, | think it's best to
i ncrease nonitoring of the cyphers
and see if it yields anything.

Goodni

Hoare goes into
departs. Rayner
into the flanes,

ght all.

his room As does Scale, and Alley grumpily
is left alone. He sits by the fire, staring
t hi nki ng.

After a few nonents, Rayner junps out of the chair, goes to
the table and starts witing a letter.

I NT. THE ASTORI A HOTEL RECEPTI ON - N GHT

Rayner wal ks into an enpty reception hall. Only the
CONCI ERGE is present. Rayner approaches the desk clutching

the letter.

Can |

CONCI ERGE
hel p you, sir?

RAYNER

Coul d you add this to the outgoing

mai |l ?
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He hands it over.

CONCI ERGE
O course sir. I'll see it is sent
with the norning post.

RAYNER
Thank you. Goodni ght.

CONCl ERGE
Goodni ght sir.

Rayner heads back the way he entered the reception with a
pur poseful stride.

I NT. CYPHER S OFFI CE - DAY

Al l ey, Rayner and Scale work away at the cyphers. Alley is
clearly frustrated, Scale quietly goes about his work.
Rayner is stuck in the m ddle.

ALLEY
This is ridiculous. Everyone's dug
in for the winter, there is no
traffic worth reporting.

SCALE
Any intelligence is useful
intelligence, even if it is
seem ngly nundane.

ALLEY
Mundane or not not hi ng about German
turnip shipments is going to | ead
us to Dark Forces' arrest.

SCALE
We've had our instructions, we just
have to get on with it.

They carry on in silence.
I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DUSK

Al l ey, Rayner and Scal e trudge back into the office, worn
out. There is a letter on the table. Alley picks it up.

ALLEY
Gswal d. For you.

Al'l ey hands Rayner the letter, he tears it open and reads.

RAYNER
It's fromthe palace, Felix is away
until the start of December. Until
t hen we've no other |eads, so we'll
be at the cyphers for at |east
anot her week.
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ALLEY
Perf ect.

Al'l ey di sappears into his room Scale and Rayner coll apse
into the arnthairs.

RAYNER
You know John |'ve been thinking.
What if we could use the tel egraph
traffic to search for | eads.

SCALE
How?

RAYNER
We receive reports fromall fronts
everyday. W al so receive
intelligence dossiers. Wat if we
issued a directive to our networks
in France and Bel gi unf

SCALE
| don't see what that would --

RAYNER
Every scrap of intelligence we
gather is fed to our other
agencies. It stands to reason the
Germans do the sane. If Dark Forces
sent reports to any senior
authority, those reports would be
rel ayed to other staff. W could
send instructions to our agents
over there to search for leaks in
France and Bel gium and see if they
can be traced back to Russia. If
they can we mght conme up with a
name, or better still conclusive
proof of collusion.

SCALE
It's an interesting theory, if a
[ittle inprobable.

RAYNER
But it's worth making the effort,
surely?

SCALE

| think it's sonething you need to
di scuss with Sam

| NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - NI GHT
Hoare is sat at the table witing. Rayner stands before him

RAYNER
Wuld it be possible sir?



Rayner | eaves.
"After all

HOARE

| can nake sone enquiries to
Whitehal I, but it is unlikely they
will pursue the matter

RAYNER
Way not ?

HOARE
They' Il be all tied up taking stock
of the Somme. | doubt they' |l spare

the tinme or manpower to chase a
schenme that is fanciful at best.

RAYNER
But - -

HOARE
That will be all, Rayner.

RAYNER
Sir.

is to be the end of it all?

I NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - NI GHT

Yusupov,

Rayner, Scale and Alley sit on the sofas.

RAYNER
How was your trip?

YUSUPOV
Scenic. At Moscow station we saw
fresh recruits boarding trains to
repl ace the wounded who were being
unl oaded at the next platform All
of them disfigured. Seeing what nen
can do to each other, one is both
inspired and revol ted.

SCALE
| nspi red? That's a curious choice
of word.

YUSUPOV
Is it? The proof is everywhere.
Look at the propaganda posters in
the streets driving the factory
wor kers to produce nore shells. You
can see it in the smles of the
recruits marching off to slaughter
in the nane of duty, it is even
clear in the mangl ed wetches |ying
in my hospital beds.

Hoare gets back to his witing.
the suffering that has befallen this nation,

|t
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r eads,

what



SCALE
| don't understand.

YUSUPOV
The nedical treatnents keeping
t hose nen alive, the dressings on
t heir wounds, the prosthetics
allowing themto wal k, you do not
consi der those acts of inspiration?
War is a nasty business, but it
drove a few gifted souls to pioneer
practices that have spared many nen
a stretcher ride fromny beds to
the graveyard. So you see M Scal e,
inspiration. Al though |I suggest we
nmove on to a nore civilised topic
of conversation. | seemto have
of f ended you.

SCALE
No, please, | am not offended.
Although it is hard to see the
inspiration in war when you are
fighting in the mddle of it.

RAYNER
| don't suppose you have heard any
nore runours since | saw you | ast?

YUSUPOV

| have. But | have nothing ne
say on the matter. The talk i
Crimea is the sane as the tal
Petrograd, and | daresay it |
sanme in Mbscow. But being so fa
away the runours are nore vague and
nmore wild, so naturally everyone
bel i eves them

wto
n the
kK in
s the
r

ALLEY
And you haven't heard a nane?
Sonmeone who started the runpurs?

YUSUPOV
| have already discussed this with
Gswal d.

Rayner shakes his head at Alley.

RAYNER
How is your wife? Did she have a
pl easant trip?

YUSUPOV
She is well. Irina was pleased to
escape Petrograd. It has been a
trying time for her.

65.
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RAYNER
Oh?

YUSUPOV
Rasputin. He has taken a liking to
her and she fears he wants to spend
time with her... Privately.

SCALE
Good Lord, how vul gar.

YUSUPOV
It is a disgrace! He wants to take
advantage of ny wife the way he
t akes advantage of countl ess others
who go to himfor penance.

ALLEY
What do you nmean by countl ess
others? As in nenbers of the court
have sought his conpany... In that
way ?

YUSUPOV
We all hear about what he does for
t he Tsaraevi ch, some are convi nced
of his divinity so they seek his
hel p. Rasputin obliges, but in
return the individual rmust
sacrifice thenselves to him

RAYNER
Li ke you did.

A noment of stunned sil ence.

YUSUPOV
What ?
RAYNER
| saw your letter Felix, to
Ni cholas. | know you went south

seeki ng his advice.

Yusupov | ooks at Rayner and gives hima wy smle. He knows
he' s snooker ed.

ALLEY
What is your relationship with
Rasputi n?

YUSUPOV

When he first came to Petrograd, he
arrived with a reputation. Stories
of how the Virgin Mary bl essed him
with his healing powers, it was
| i ke our saviour had reveal ed
hi nsel f to us.

( MORE)



YUSUPOV (cont' d)
Crowds gathered to see him
besi egi ng his house in wonder.
Rasputin's power was a gateway to
greatness. | was young and
enthralled as nuch as any anbitious
politician, disenchanted clergyman
or unsatisfied wfe.

RAYNER
What did you do?

YUSUPOV
W woul d neet. Talk as friends do.
| visited his house often. There
was a time when | went everyday. W
becane very close and he cane to
trust nme, and | trusted him

ALLEY
So where does this Nicholas fit in?
VWho is he?

YUSUPOV
Ni chol as M khai |l ovich, the G and
Duke. He's a good friend.

RAYNER
But he was suspicious of your
relati onship wth Rasputin?

YUSUPOV
As | said, those who fraternise
wi th Rasputin sacrifice thensel ves
for the pleasure of his conpany.
Ni chol as, |ike many others,
believed | was prostituting nyself
for nothing nore than indul ging the
desires of a madman. As you saw in
the letter, our relationship was
not hi ng of the sort.

ALLEY
So why did you need his advice?

YUSUPOV
The nore tinme | spent with
Rasputin, the nore | canme to see
himfor what he really was: a
brute, a beast who takes a perverse
delight in his servitude to the
devil. Others awke fromtheir
stupor as well. Some wanted him
exi |l ed back to Siberia, but he had
beconme too powerful. Hi's enem es
were inprisoned or exiled. Wth the
Romanovs at his side there was no
questioning his power.

( MORE)
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YUSUPOV (cont' d)
Now after years of war, nore and
nore people are seeing the threat
Rasputin has posed all this tine.
But --

ALLEY
But no one is prepared to act.

RAYNER
The trouble is, Felix, none of this
gets us closer to proving his
connections to Cernmany.

YUSUPOV
That is no | onger inportant. The
runours al one are enough to anger
t he peopl e, whether or not they are
true.

ALLEY
The British governnment still
believes it to be inportant.

YUSUPOV
Rasputin has done too nuch damage
to the enpire. It has becone clear
that the only option is to renove
hi m from power .

SCALE
He is too close to the Ronmanovs.
| mpri sonnent or exile, you just
said it.

YUSUPOV
Nevert hel ess, for the sake of
Russia and its people it is what
nmust be done. But | need hel p.

RAYNER
Way not ask Nichol as?

YUSUPOV
He is in exile, but I have his
support, and | intend to reach out
to others who | know have reached
t he same conclusion. | al so reach
out to you.

(to Rayner)

Gswal d. You are one of ny ol dest
friends. In war and peace we are
allies, | ask you to honour that
al l'i ance.

Rayner shifts unconfortably in his seat.
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RAYNER
| understand what you are saying
Felix, but this puts us in a very
difficult situation. May you grant
us some time to consider our
posi tion before we give you an

answer ?
YUSUPOV

Very well. | expected as nuch.
RAYNER

Thank you. We shall not keep you
wai ti ng | ong.

YUSUPOV
| hope not.

EXT. PETROGRAD STREET - N GHT

Snow falls on the dimy lit street. Scale, Rayner and Alley
wap up to try and fight off the cold.

SCALE
| wasn't ready for that.

ALLEY
Never m nd that now. Whatever FeliXx
is planning could be critical for
us. I'll send a telegramdirectly
to C. He'll want to know all that
we' ve heard tonight.

SCALE
What about Sant?

ALLEY
Samis barely a field officer. It's
best we keep himout of it. At any
rate, with his connections to the
aristocracy |I'msure he has already
heard the news. No, for nowit is
best if we carry on as normnal

SCALE
VWhat ever that neans.

I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DAY

Hoare is sat at his table, witing. The letter reads, 'Each
and every calamty or inconvenience, in the public's mnd,
is due to Dark Forces.'

| NT. DUVA CHAMBER - DAY

Politicians sit listening to a passionate speech by VLADIMR
PURI SHKEVI CH, | ate 40s, bald, thick beard, wearing gl asses.
Wel | dressed.
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speech.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Evil cones fromthose dark forces
and influences that have forced the
accession to high posts of people
i ncapabl e to occupy. Fromthe
i nfluences that are headed by
Rasputi n.

INT. CS OFFI CE - DAY

Puri shkevi

Cis readi
secretary.

ch's speech continues over the action.

ng a docunent intently. He calls for his
He says sonething urgent to her. She | eaves.

PURI SHKEVI CH (V. O.)
Over the years of the war | have
assunmed our donestic quarrels be
forgotten. Now I have viol ated that
prohibition in order to place at
the feet of the throne the thoughts
of the Russian masses. Then there
is the bitter taste of resentnent
fromthe Russian front. One man is
responsi ble for this.

I NT. OFFICE OF SIR DAVID LLOYD GEORGE - DAY

C and Ll oyd George are in deep discussion. Eventually, they
seemto cone to a conclusion

PURI SHKEVI CH (V. Q.)
Rasputin's influence is clear.
Wthin these walls the Enpress has
been cajoled into conducting a
m ni sterial |eapfrog, |eaving the
country's governnent in disarray
and the people's voice nore
suppressed than ever before.

INT. CS OFFI CE - DAY

Cis sat,

waiting. His secretary hurries in with a docunent.

She presents it to C. Creads it closely before signing at
the bottom of the page in green ink 'C . The signature

coi nci des

with the end of Purishkevich's speech.

PURI SHKEVI CH (V. Q.)
| f you are truly loyal, then on
your feet you mnisters. Be off to
Headquarters and throw yoursel ves
at the feet of the Tsar. Have the
courage to tell himthe unbridled
wath of the mass horde grows, and
a drunken fiend shall govern Russia
no | onger!



| NT. DUVA CHAMBER - DAY

Menbers of the crowd roar and cheer.

71.

Mass appl ause. Wt ching

in the background is Yusupov. As Purishkevich steps down,
Yusupov approaches him They talk in inaudible whispers.

I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD -

DAY

A wel coned break. Rayner and Scale are relaxing in

arnchairs.

RAYNER
So what was India like?

SCALE

Pi cturesque. Wien | was stationed
wi th the Punjabis, we would venture
into this little town for a drink
when we were off duty. There was
this fabul ous place, | forget its
name, but it was a favourite of
nost of the men. The drinks were
exotic and the wonen were sprightly
and if you sat outside you had the
nost trenmendous view of the tea
plantations, with the hills just
beyond them And in the evening
when the sun starts setting over

t he peaks, everything is so serene.

It is so peaceful | tell you even
the animals stop to take in the
view. | remenber once, the locals

chal Il enged nmy platoon to a cricket
mat ch. Engl and versus | ndia. They
had a fellow, terrific fast bow er,
got both our openers out for a duck

and took ne for fourteen.

Fortunately ny second in comrand
was quite the batsman. He had a
superb i nnings which hel ped us
steal a victory. W celebrated into
the night with cigarettes and tea

fromthe plantation

RAYNER

Must feel like a lifetine ago now.

SCALE

Not quite. Although it's been sone

years since | was in India,

life at

the front makes it feel very
recent. | have never felt tinme nove
nore quickly than on the frontline.

RAYNER
Qui ckl y?
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SCALE
Time flies when you are that much
cl oser to death

As Rayner ponders this, Alley walks in. He's carrying two
envel opes and a panphl et.

RAYNER
Ah St ephen, John's been telling ne
about his time with the col oni al s.

ALLEY
Real ly? 1've always toyed with the
idea of visiting India, would ve
gone in '14, but the war sonewhat
scuppered those pl ans.

Scal e spots what Alley is holding.

SCALE
What have you got there?

ALLEY
Well this...

Hol ds up the panphl et.

ALLEY
Sonme chap thrust it into ny hand in
the street on nmy way back. |
noti ced others were doing the sane.
Hundreds of these flyers littered
the ground, all saying the sane
t hi ng.

RAYNER
VWi ch was?

ALLEY
A quote. Actually no, a transcript
of a speech given in the Duna.
Quite strong stuff.

SCALE
What does it say?

ALLEY
Coupl e of venonous things about
Dark Forces, unsurprising really.
Al though it sounds nore credible,
probabl y expl ai ns why peopl e have
taken to the streets to spread the

wor d.

RAYNER
Do we know who delivered the
speech?

Al |l ey exam nes the panphl et.



ALLEY
Doesn't say.
RAYNER
Whoever it is, I'"'msure they've

caught Felix's attention.

SCALE
VWhat about those?

Scal e points to the other letters.
ALLEY
An envoy from London delivered them
to ne. One for ne, one for you.

Alley hands a letter to Scale, he opens it and reads.

SCALE
Good Lord!

RAYNER
VWhat ?

SCALE

Do you know Sir John Giffiths?

RAYNER
| can't say we're acquainted, but
|'ve heard the nane.

SCALE
He's a friend of mne, and he's
witten to say he's comng to
Petrograd, apparently en route to
Romania. He's invited ne to neet
hi m before he | eaves.

ALLEY
Romani a? Does he say what he's
doi ng there?

SCALE
He calls it 'governnment business'.

ALLEY
| think we can infer fromthat.

RAYNER
(to Alley)
What does yours say?
Al'l ey says not hi ng.

RAYNER
St ephen?

ALLEY
It's from London. New orders.

73.



74.

SCALE
Wiy haven't they passed through
Santf?

ALLEY
It doesn't matter. Gswald, | need

you to contact Felix inmediately.
W're finally getting sonewhere.

I NT. OFFI CE OF VLADIM R PURI SHKEVI CH - DAY
Purishkevich is working at his desk. H s SECRETARY enters.

SECRETARY
There is a man outside asking to
see you, Mnister.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Am | expecting hin®

SECRETARY
No sir. But he says it is urgent.

Puri shkevi ch groans.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Very well. Show himin.

Hoare wal ks in. Purishkevich's attitude spins on a dine.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Saml | did not realise it was you
Come in ny friend, cone in

HOARE
Thank you, M adimr.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Pl ease, sit down.

The two sit at the desk.

HOARE
So, to what do | owe this pleasure
ny friend?

HOARE

| think you al ready know the reason
for my visit.

PURI SHKEVI CH
| don't foll ow

HOARE
Very well. A few days ago you
delivered a speech to the Duma. You
openly criticised Rasputin and his
association wth the royal famly.
( MORE)



Hoar e pul

HOARE (cont' d)
| assune you're aware of the
Tsarina's attitude towards such
di spl ays?

s a panphlet from his pocket.

HOARE
This morning | picked this up from
the ground on nmy way over. Your
speech, printed and circul ated
around the city. Now, in many ways
your words are no different to the
posters or the reports in the
newspapers. But seeing this
suggests your bold statenent of
patriotismhas been interpreted as
a cry for revolution. | wonder what
damage this will do for the
nonar chy, or even the aristocracy.

PURI SHKEVI CH
| intended to make ny feelings
clear. |1 have done so.

HOARE
At what cost? Surely you nust be
appr ehensi ve of what happens next?

PURI SHKEVI CH
What happens next? | am not
worried. | know what happens next.

HOARE
You do?

PURI SHKEVI CH
Yes. | will not see the work of
Russia's great dynasties - who have
built and mai ntained an enpire
t hrough centuries of toil and
sacrifice - be undone by sone
filthy peasant masqueradi ng as a
prophet. Understand this Sam the
men who die on the battlefield, the
wonren and children who starve, the
Bol shevi ks baying for royal bl ood,
Rasputin alone is responsible. That
is why | said what | did in the
Duma. Peopl e nust understand t hat
the Tsar is not their eneny.
Rasputin is, and we cannot stand
idl e any | onger.

HOARE
What are you tal kinng about ?
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PURI SHKEVI CH
Surely you have heard the talk on
the streets? Russia wants to see
Rasputin |iquidat ed.

HOARE
Ah, and you plan to give the people
what they want ?

PURI SHKEVI CH
Not just ne. | have been in contact
with others for nonths.

HOARE
VWho?

PURI SHKEVI CH
| cannot say. Not unless you are
willing to pledge your support for
our cause.

HOARE
Viadimr, | think that woul d be
qui te inpossible. For one thing the
British governnent cannot place
itself in a position that would
conprom se the integrity of its
political alliance with the Tsar.
But al so, and forgive nme for saying
it, this all sounds utterly
pr epost er ous.

PURI SHKEVI CH
VWhat ?

HOARE
|"'msorry Vladimr, but | have
heard so many plots and nutterings
of schemes to renobve Rasputin that
| consider nyself nunb to the
possibility of someone actually
going through with it.

PURI SHKEVI CH
You' re m st aken.

HOARE
Onh really? Then I et ne ask you, how
do you intend to do it?

PURI SHKEVI CH
We are still discussing ideas.

HOARE
| see. And have you considered the

consequences of such an act?
( MORE)
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HOARE (cont' d)
One could interpret it as treason.
At the very |east nurdering the
Tsarina's closest friend and
advi sor woul d have consequences
that are swift and nerciless, don't
for a second think otherw se.

Puri shkevi ch says not hi ng.

HOARE
As | thought. Now | really nustn't
take up any nore of your time. |I'm

sure you are extrenely busy.
Hoare nmakes to | eave.

PURI SHKEVI CH
| am aware of the consequences.

Hoare turns back.

HOARE
" msorry?

PURI SHKEVI CH
The consequences. | am aware of
them as | have been for the |ast
ten years. Should this be permtted
to go on, the consequences are
clear. Russia will fall to the
scourge of revolution, its people
ensl aved and its rulers thrown to
t he dogs. Renpbve Rasputin, and the
darkness of our tinme dies with him
Al'l of Russia agrees with ne.

HOARE
| ndeed. And that is why | doubt
you.

I NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - DAY

Yusupov is relaxing on a sofa listening to nusic on a
gr anophone.

Byzhi nski enters, acconpanied by Rayner, Scale and All ey.
BYZHI NSK
M Rayner, M Scale and M All ey,
Your Hi ghness.

YUSUPOV
Thank you, Byzhi nski .

Byzhi nski nods and | eaves them
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YUSUPOV
To what do | owe the pleasure,
gent | emen?

RAYNER
We t hought you'd be interested to
know t hat we have consi dered our
position, and you can be sure to
count on our support.

YUSUPOV
That is good to hear. | will pass
the news onto the others, they wll
be anxi ous to neet you.

ALLEY
Who are they?

YUSUPOV
Aristocrats, soldiers, politicians,
all loyal to this cause.

Al'l ey doesn't back down.

ALLEY
Who are they?

YUSUPOV
Dmtri Pavl ovich.

RAYNER
The Tsar's cousi n?

YUSUPOV
The sane. There's al so Lieutenant
Sukhotin, he's a good friend and
willing to help.

ALLEY
Anyone el se?

Byzhi nski enters carrying a platter with a letter on it.

BYZHI NSK
Tel egram for you, Your Hi ghness.

Yusupov takes the letter and tears it open. It is not good
news.

SCALE
VWhat is it?
YUSUPOV
Viadimr has failed to recruit M

Hoar e.

The nention of Hoare's nanme is a surprise to the officers.



ALLEY
Excuse ne?

YUSUPOV
He says M Hoare will not be
per suaded that our plan is real

ALLEY
Then he nust not think otherw se.

SCALE
But Stephen, now that we're
i nvol ved we can prove to himthat
t he plan i s genuine.

ALLEY
If he is kept in the dark we can
use it to our advantage.

SCALE
It is not conmmon practice for
officers to operate outside the
authority of their conmmander.

ALLEY
Preci sely, so we have the perfect
alibi.

SCALE

We shoul dn't, Stephen.

ALLEY
But if it absolves us then it nekes
sense to do so!

SCALE
This is wong!

ALLEY
| thought you'd accepted it was all
part of the job?

Scal e is visibly unhappy about these devel opnents.

RAYNER
Wo is Vladimr, Felix?

YUSUPOV
VI adi m r Puri shkevi ch.

ALLEY
VWhen can we neet hinf?

YUSUPOV
| shall arrange for you to neet
everyone soon. | wll wite to
OCswald wth a date.
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ALLEY
Very wel |, but make no nention of
your true intentions in the letter
in case Samreads it. Just send an
informal invitation.

YUSUPOV
O course.
SCALE
If there is nothing else, | have a
prior engagenent.
RAYNER
| do think we ought to be going.
ALLEY
Yes. Hopefully we'll hear from you

soon Feli x.

Yusupov nods as Rayner, Scale and Alley | eave. At the door
Al'l ey turns back.

ALLEY
Oh and Felix, understand that if
word gets out about our
i nvol venent, then I will personally
see that the consequences for you
are far worse than anything the
Tsarina could have in store.

Al'ley exits, leaving Felix angered at being threatened.

| NT. PETROGRAD RESTAURANT - DAY

Scale enters. It is an expensive place, a world away from
when Scale first arrived in the city. The MAITRE D
appr oaches.

MAI TRE D
Table for you sir?

SCALE
I"'mdining wwth a friend, Sir John
Giffiths. Is he here?

MAI TRE D
Not yet sir, but | can escort you
to his table.

SCALE
Yes, thank you.

MAI TRE D
Thi s way.

Scale is led to a table for two in the mddle of the
rest aur ant .
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MAI TRE D
Drink, sir?

SCALE
Just water, thank you.

The Maitre D departs. Scale sits awkwardly al one,
surrounded by wealthy folk enjoying life.

GRIFFITHS (O S.)
Ah ha! There he i s!

Scal e | ooks towards the door to see SIR JOHN GRI FFI THS: 45,
al nost bal d, bushy noustache, strong |looking with fierce
eyes. Scale stands to greet his friend.

SCALE
Hello Sir John.

GRI FFI THS
Oh please, w're just neeting for
| unch, no need to be so fornal
John. Relax! W are heroes after
al | .

SCALE
|"'mnot sure | could claimto be a
her o.

Giffiths and John sit. The Maitre D cones back over.

GRI FFI THS
Nonsense! You just underestinmate
your sel f.
(to Maitre D)
Chanpagne.

The Maitre D bows and | eaves.

SCALE
So how are you?

GRI FFI THS
Coul dn't be better old boy,
couldn't be better. This tine |ast
week, | was in London when this
fell ow approaches nme and says 'Sir
John, do you fancy a trip to
Romani a?' and | thought it was a
splendid idea. Only trouble is |
couldn't get the blasted Rolls
Royce over. The Russian trains
| eave much to be desired.

SCALE
| "' m sure.

The Maitre D returns with a bottle of chanpagne.



Giffiths

Giffiths

GRI FFI THS
But we've made good tine.
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gestures to the Maitre D to pour the chanpagne
for the both of them Scale puts his hand over his gl ass.

SCALE
None for nme. I'min the office
after this, I'd rather not have a
fuzzy head.

GRI FFI THS
Such a nodel officer, always
putting work first. | have never
hel d nuch belief in such custons. |
mean damm it a man should enjoy a
drink after several appalling days
at sea.

takes a swi g of his chanpagne.

GRI FFI THS
And anyway, as long as we get there
before the Hun then there's no harm
inalittle tipple before we start
wor k.

SCALE
we?

GRI FFI THS
| have a few fellows with ne. A
good nen, we served together in
France.

SCALE
How s it going over there?

@RI FFI THS
Oh it's a bloody nmess. Luckily the
French do terrific wine and | ots of
it.

SCALE
| renenber.

GRI FFI THS
HmP?

SCALE

Wen we first landed in France, we
were billeted in some |ovely
village. This woman cane to the
farmhouse we were | odging in, her
and her daughter. They were
carrying crates full of fantastic

W ne.
( MORE)



Beat .

SCALE (cont'd)
Regrettably |I forget its nanme, but
we sat and drank nerrily, our
| aught er and singi ng drowni ng out
t he sound of the guns. Everyone was
happy because we knew we woul d be
anongst it all very soon. W
couldn't wait obviously, being as
fool hardy as we were. | had a young
private who did a drunken version
of the Kaiser inspecting the
Prussi an CGuard.

SCALE
| wonder what's happening to him

GRI FFI THS
What's your work |ike now?

Scal e si ghs.

SCALE
The only battles |I engage in now
are witten on pieces of paper.

CRI FFI THS
Conme, conme now. As an officer you
nmust be used to a bit of paperwork.

SCALE
It's not just that, John. It's the
whol e nature of the work. Sonehow
it |lacks...

GRl FFI THS
Acti on?

SCALE
Clarity. Al this veiled secrecy
and under handedness, it's not how
was trained to wage war.

GRI FFI THS
Sounds like this line of work
doesn't agree with you. You should
come with ne.

SCALE
You know |'d be there in a shot if
| could. Not that it matters, |'m
needed here.

GRI FFI THS

Poppycock. | shall see to it.
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SCALE
| appreciate your concern. But |
have ny orders.

GRI FFI THS

Spoken like a true sol dier.
SCALE

| should hope so. Nice to know

there's still a soldier in ne.
GRI FFI THS

| ndeed, and |'m sure you can still
handl e your drink |ike one.

Giffiths pours Scale a gl ass of chanpagne. Scal e does not
resist. Giffiths holds his glass aloft to toast.

GRI FFI THS
Here's to true sol diering.

Scal e gives a weak smle as he clinks his glass against
Giffiths'.
| NT. MJ KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - DAY

Yusupov stands with his fell ow conspirators:

Puri shkevich, along with GRAND DUKE DM TRI PAVLOVICH, m d
20s, short hair, clean shaven, well dressed. LI EUTENANT
SERGEI SUKHOTI N, late 20s, uniforned, smart, and DR

STANI SLAUS DE LAZOVERT.

YUSUPOV
As soon as M Alley, M Scale and
M Rayner arrive, we shall proceed.

PAVLOVI CH
VWho are these nen Felix?
YUSUPOV
D pl omat s.
PAVLOVI CH

Yes, but who are they? We know
not hi ng about them

YUSUPOV
They are here to hel p us.

Pavl ovich is unsatisfied. Byzhinski wal ks in.
BYZHI NSK
M Rayner, M Alley and M Scal e,
Your Hi ghness.

Byzhi nski shows Alley, Rayner and Scal e in.
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YUSUPOV
Wel cone gentlenmen. Allow nme to
i ntroduce you to Grand Duke Dmtri
Pavl ovi ch, Ml adi mr Purishkevi ch,
Dr Stani sl aus de Lazovert and
Li eut enant Sergei Sukhoti n.

The nen exchange greetings, Pavlovich is visibly
uni npr essed.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Gentlenmen, if we are to renove
Rasputin there cannot be the
slightest chance of failure. If he
escapes. . .

Puri shkevi ch cannot bring hinmself to finish, imagining the
conseqguences.

ALLEY
We need a quiet renoval. No fuss.

Puri shkevi ch nods.

YUSUPOV
|'ve been thinking Vladimr, if
there was a way to renove him
wi t hout killing hinf

The conspirators recoil at the proposal.

PAVLOVI CH
Fel i x! What a suggesti on!

YUSUPOV
If we kill himthen we risk our
lives.

PAVLOVI CH
risk our lives and the |ives of
I

e
m ions if we do not kill himn

I
YUSUPOV

VWhat if we were to offer a bribe?

Perhaps | coul d persuade himto

abandon the royal court and | eave
Petrograd forever.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Think Felix, how are you nmeant to
do that?

Yusupov | ooks at Rayner.
YUSUPOV

| have had a close relationship
with himin the past. He trusts ne.



The conspi
kni f e.

PAVLOVI CH
It is out of the question.

YUSUPOV
| disagree. Wiy plot to kill when
we can force himout wthout the
ri sk of execution?

PAVLOVI CH
Your plot sounds |ike you woul dn't
force himout at all. So he | eaves,

what then? He'll cone crawing
back. Rats always return to where
they are nost confortable.

ALLEY
The man has a point, Felix. |nmagine
you succeed in bribing himto
| eave. What's to stop him com ng
back? Clearly he's not a man of
noral integrity. A quick and quiet
kill is our best strategy.

PAVLOVI CH
Yes!

RAYNER
So how do you intend to kill him
quietly?

rators ponder. Sukhotin draws out his conbat

SUKHOTI N
| seek an audience with him and |
take nmy knife. | cut his throat
wher e he stands.

ALLEY
A soldier's plan, obviously. But
no, too messy.

RAYNER
What about poi son?

PURI SHKEVI CH

Yes. Yes that could work.
(to Lazovert)
What do you think?

LAZOVERT
A |l arge dose of cyanide would be
enough.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Perfect. Felix could offer him
poi soned - -
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YUSUPOV
Me?

PURI SHKEVI CH
Yes. You just said you are close
with him He would never suspect.

Yusupov suddenly | ooks nervous.

The ot her

Pavl ovi ch

ALLEY
Invite himhere, for a party. He
woul d never refuse a party.

PAVLOVI CH
Yes!

PURI SHKEVI CH
Coul d you |l ace the refreshnments?

LAZOVERT
A fatal dose in his food and w ne.
He would not be able to taste it.

ALLEY
Per f ect.

conspirators nod in agreenent.

SUKHOTI N
How soon coul d you get the poison?

LAZOVERT
| have a friend who hel ps treat the
wounded fromthe front, he can get

me all sorts. I'msure he could
supply a suitable quantity of
cyanide. I wll wite to him

tonight. We should be ready in a
f ew weeks.

PURI SHKEVI CH
It's settled then. Gentl enen,
want to thank you. The loyalty you
show t he Tsar and your country does
you credit. Intimes like this, let
us pray to God to give us strength
to stand up to this test, and have
t he courage to see it through.

rai ses his glass.

PAVLOVI CH
The Tsar.

RUSSI AN CONSPI RATORS
The Tsar!
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I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DAY

Hoare is sat at the table, witing, when Scal e enters.

SCALE
You wanted to see ne, sir?
HOARE
John, yes, | wanted to talk with

you privately about your new
arrangenents.

SCALE
Arrangenents? Am | returning to the
front?

HOARE
Not quite. | believe you are

acquainted wwth Sir John Giffiths?

SCALE
| am W know each other well.

HOARE
You saw hi m when he was bound for
Romani a, correct?

SCALE
Yes sir.

HOARE
Did he nention what he was doi ng
out there?

SCALE
Just that it was to do with oil.

HOARE
That is the general gist of it. |
have a letter here from London.
You' ve been reassigned to Romani a
to support his work. Sabotage
operations. Can't let the oi
fields fall into German hands.

SCALE
Certainly not sir.

Hoar e studi es Scal e.
HOARE

| adm re your enthusiasm John, but
try to maintain sone |evel of

dignity. It is still amlitary
operation, not a boy scout's
out i ng.

SCALE

O course, apologies sir.
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HOARE
You' d best get packing. You m ght
as well travel light, you'll be

back here before you know it.

SCALE
Yes sir.

Hoar e stands before Scal e.

HOARE
Good | uck John.

The two shake hands.

SCALE
Thank you sir.

Scal e heads for his room unable to hide his eagerness.
| NT. CYPHER S OFFI CE - DAY

Scale arrives in the office carrying a | arge bag. He heads
over to Rayner who is working the cyphers.

RAYNER
Hello John. Is it your shift
al ready?

SCALE
No.

Rayner sees Scal e's bag.

RAYNER
Are you goi ng somewhere?
SCALE
Romania. I"'moff to bl ow up sone
oi | fields.
RAYNER
Heavens. Sounds rather |ively.
SCALE
More so than playing detective.
RAYNER
Excuse nme?
SCALE
l"ma soldier, Gswald. I was posted

here because | coul d speak Russi an
and had a head for tactics. But |
amno sleuth, 1've had enough of
this secrecy. It's arelief to
energe fromthe shadows.



RAYNER
| envy you John. I'mnot a soldier
yet I'mnot sure | belong in the
shadows either. |'m here because
| "' m good at decrypting these
nmessages.

SCALE
You foll ow orders OGswal d, you do
your duty. \What matters is how you
go about it. If you respect the
notion of discipline and chain of
command, you are a sol dier.

Rayner nods under st andi ngly.

SCALE
Duty is the sole concern of the
soldier, Gswald. Duty to our
conrades, duty to our m ssion, duty
to our country. But we all have a
responsibility to performour duty
inthe right way. If you | ose sight
of that, you belong in the shadows.

Beat .

SCALE
Wul d you care to acconpany ne to
the station?

RAYNER
| really ought to finish these.

SCALE
| understand. What about Stephen?
| s he here?

RAYNER
He shoul d be.

Rayner | ooks around. Alley is nowhere to be seen.

SCALE
Not to worry. Be sure to tell him
where |'ve gone.

RAYNER
O course.

SCALE
Goodbye Oswal d. Good | uck.

Rayner stands. The two shake hands.

RAYNER
Thank you John. Good luck to you.
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Scal e picks up his bag and exits, |eaving Rayner standi ng by
t he cyphers.

EXT. PETROGRAD STREET - DUSK

Al'l ey and Rayner wal k as snow starts to fall. People pass by
goi ng about their business.
ALLEY
Did he say when he'd be back?
RAYNER
He didn't. | imagine it would
depend on however long it takes to
do the job
ALLEY
Shane.
RAYNER

| got the inpression you didn't see
eye to eye.

ALLEY
It was tiring, having to tolerate
his objections to the nature of
this job, but he was a good officer
nonet hel ess. Anyway, what's this
all about? What did Felix say to
you?

RAYNER
Just that he wanted us to neet him
at the pal ace.

They round a corner and head towards the Mika Pal ace.
EXT. MJ KA PALACE COURTYARD - DUSK

Al l ey and Rayner approach the pal ace doors. Byzhinski is
waiting for them

BYZHI NSK
They are waiting for you sirs.

ALLEY
They?

Byzhi nski | eads Al ey and Rayner inside.
| NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - DUSK

Al'l ey and Rayner enter to find Yusupov, Purishkevich,
Pavl ovi ch, Lazovert and Sukhotin waiting for them

YUSUPOV
Thank you for com ng.



RAYNER

Not at all. Wat's this in aid of?
YUSUPOV

|"msorry, but Dmtri insisted.
PAVLOVI CH

Yes | did!
ALLEY

| s sonet hi ng wong?
PAVLOVI CH

You owe us an expl anati on.
ALLEY

Do we?
LAZOVERT

| was at the station. You know I
wor k on one of the nedical trains.

| was awaiting the arrival of one
where a col | eague was going to
supply me with the poi sons we
require. Wiile | was there |
spotted M Scale. He was carrying a
| arge bag and wearing a warm coat.
He was clearly dressed for a great

j our ney.

PAVLOVI CH
One that suggests he is not com ng
back.

ALLEY
So?

PAVLOVI CH
So is there sonmething you wsh to
say to explain why M Scal e has
suddenly deserted us?

ALLEY
It is no concern of yours.

PAVLOVI CH
It isif it threatens the security
of every man in this room

PURI SHKEVI CH
Cal mdown Dmitri!

PAVLOVI CH
How can we trust these nen? W know
not hi ng about them they offer to
support us and now that they know
of our plans, one of them abandons
us w thout any explanation of his
i ntentions.
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Pavl ovi ch

ALLEY
W serve the interests of the
British governnent. That requires
us to do as we're told. That should
be enough of an expl anation for
you.

YUSUPOV
There you are Dmitri. Does it not
seemas if Britain is as anxious to
be rid of Rasputin as we are?

PAVLOVI CH
It seens to nme that if we do not
find out the truth, there is every
chance we coul d be betrayed.

RAYNER
M  Pavl ovich. | understand your
concern, but allow ne to reassure
you that we have offered our
support, as nen and as anbassadors
of Whitehall, and our interests
mrror your own. You have no reason
to doubt our comm tnent.
Furthernore Felix is a close friend
of m ne and he can always rely on
nmy support when he asks for it. |
woul d hope if Felix can trust ny
word then you could too.

ponders this.

PAVLOVI CH
Very wel .

RAYNER
Thank you.

ALLEY
Is that it?

YUSUPOV

Not quite. W wanted you to be
present to know that now that Dr
Lazovert has the poison, everything
i s ready.

ALLEY
VWhen?

PURI SHKEVI CH
A week from tonight.

YUSUPOV
Come by the pal ace at ten.
Byzhinski will |ead you in here.

Rayner and Al |l ey acknow edge this.
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YUSUPOV
Thank you. W will see you then.

Al'l ey and Rayner head for the door. Alley and Pavl ovich
gl are at each ot her.

EXT. PETROGRAD STREET - DUSK
Al'l ey and Rayner wal k back up the street.

ALLEY
Bl oody toff.

RAYNER
You can understand their concern.

ALLEY
But to openly accuse us of
treachery.

RAYNER
But it is treachery, to an extent.

ALLEY
Not when it's conducive to the
m ssi on.

RAYNER
Li ke keeping Samin the dark?

ALLEY
Exactly.

RAYNER
But Pavlovich isn't to know t hat.

ALLEY
| don't care what he ought to know
or not know. It doesn't give him
the right to stand us up agai nst
the wall .

They reach a crossroads.

ALLEY
|"ve got a neeting. See you back at
the Astoria.
Al'ley marches off, clearly still in a npbod. Rayner watches

hi m go before continuing down the street.
| NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DUSK
Hoare is witing at the table. Rayner enters.

RAYNER
Good evening sir.
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HOARE
Hel | o Rayner.

RAYNER
Message for London?

HOARE
Yes just anot her dispatch. Anything
to report that Wiitehall ought to
know?

Rayner hesit ates.

RAYNER
No sir.
Hoare studi es him
RAYNER
Vell, there was a little bit of

news on the wi res about Gernman
forces approachi ng the Romani an oi
fields. But | daresay John has

al ready made London aware.

HOARE
Most |ikely.

| NT. THE ASTORI A HOTEL RESTAURANT - DUSK

Russian officers are eating, drinking and enjoying their
evening. Alley and Rayner are sat in a quiet corner.

Al'l ey observes Lieutenant Sukhotin dining with his fell ow
officers. They share a gl ance.

RAYNER
How do you rate their chances?

ALLEY
O success? | think they should be
able to pull it off. Getting away
with it on the other hand..

RAYNER
You think they'll be caught?

ALLEY
| think they want to be caught.
Let's be realistic OGswald. The
tenptation to boast of being the
one to silence Russia's great eneny
will be too nmuch for them | wll
be amazed if any of them manage to
hol d their tongue.

RAYNER
Does that not put us in a
conprom si ng position?



96.

ALLEY
Possibly, but it's only worth
consi dering the consequences after
t he action has been taken. If you
fret over what ifs, the opportunity
will be mssed, and that can
conprom se a mssion far nore than
any action you did take. For
exanple, if | let nyself get hung
up on the fact that Felix is taking
the | ead, we'd never have got to
this point.

RAYNER
What's wong with Felix?

ALLEY

He declares his loyalty to the Tsar
and vows to protect the autocracy.
But he is not a soldier, he does
not serve the Tsar in any speci al
way, so what does his loyalty count
for? I think he is using tonight as
an opportunity to prove hinself.

RAYNER
By comm tting nurder? Some woul d
even go as far as saying he's
commtting treason

ALLEY
An act of treason if done for the
ri ght reason can be an act of
patriotism

RAYNER
"1l be sure to point that out if
we get court-martialed for this.

Al'l ey checks his watch.

ALLEY
Hal f an hour. | think we have tine
for one nore drink.

The sound of a woman protesting is comng fromthe foyer
Al'l ey | ooks over to see Pavlov's mstress, Maya, struggling
wi th Russian guards. She is waving a letter

MAYA
Get out of the way! | nust give
this to --

RUSSI AN GUARD
Gve it to ne.

The CGuard seizes the letter and inspects it.
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RUSSI AN GUARD
Renove her.

The Guards manhandl e Maya out of the reception. The Guard
with the letter approaches Alley and hands it to him

RAYNER
VWhat on earth?

Al'ley takes the letter and reads.

ALLEY
| di ot!

RAYNER
VWhat is it?

ALLEY

|'ve got to go.

RAYNER
What do you nmean?

ALLEY
|'ve got to go right now.

RAYNER
What about tonight?

ALLEY
It's on you.

Al'ley hurries out of the restaurant.
EXT. PETROGRAD STREET - DUSK
Al'ley sprints down the street.

ALLEY
Taxi! Taxi!

A taxi pulls over. Alley junps in.
| NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - NI GHT

Rayner enters the room Purishkevich and Pavl ovich are
al ready present.

RAYNER
Good eveni ng.

Pavl ovich nmerely nods stiffly.
PURI SHKEVI CH
Good evening M Rayner. May | offer
you a drink?

RAYNER
Is it safe?
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PURI SHKEVI CH
St ani sl aus has already | aced the
drinks with poison downstairs. This
bottle is far too good to waste on
a dead man.

RAYNER
| see.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Pl ease.

Puri shkevich invites Rayner to sit. He pours a glass of w ne
and hands it to Rayner as he sits opposite Pavl ovich.

RAYNER
VWhere is Felix?

PURI SHKEVI CH
He has already gone to coll ect
Rasputin. As soon as Sergei arrives
we shall put the nusic on.

PAVLOVI CH
What about your friend?

RAYNER
Excuse ne?

PAVLOVI CH

M Alley? Is he not joining us?

RAYNER
M Aley is dealing wth another
matt er whi ch has conme up
unexpectedly. He apol ogises for his
absence.

Pavl ovich frowns at Rayner before throw ng Purishkevich a
| ook.

EXT. FACTORY DI STRICT - N GHT

The taxi drives off. Alley marches down a road between
war ehouses and factori es.

I NT. MUNI TI ONS FACTORY - NI GHT

Long shadows canouflage Alley as he stealthily makes his way
past production |ines, conpleted shells, and various
i ndustrial products.

Alley clinbs a series of stairs up to energe on a catwal k
hi gh above the factory fl oor, one end | eading towards an
office. The other end leading to a viewing platformwhere a
wooden podi um stands. All ey spots a shadowed figure wal ki ng
towards the viewing platform He foll ows.
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I NT. VI EWNG PLATFORM - MJUNI TI ONS FACTORY - NI GHT

The shadowed figure stands on the platform Alley approaches
silently behind. He watches as the figure and pulls a wooden
board off of the floor of the podium He then takes out an
envel ope from his coat pocket.

ALLEY
| dislike defectors, Pavlov.

Pavl ov spins around to see Alley energe fromthe shadows.

ALLEY
Especial |y i nconpetent defectors.

Pavl ov says nothing. He raises the board as if to attack
Alley with it. Alley reveals his pistol

ALLEY
Don't be silly.

Pavl ov drops the board. Alley holds up the letter.

ALLEY
You recogni se this?

Pavl ov' s eyes widen in horror.

PAVLOV
Where did you get that?

ALLEY
I f you knew how to take care when
covering your tracks Pavlov, you'd
know not to | eave incrimnating
evi dence |yi ng about.

PAVLOV
VWher e?!

ALLEY
Your mistress. By the | ooks of it
she read it and guessed what you
were up to. Such a shame | trusted
you instead of her, clearly she is
much nore capabl e.

Pavl ov doesn't say anyt hing.

ALLEY
Are you neeting sonmeone here?

Pavl ov shakes his head. Alley draws his revol ver.
ALLEY

Don't lie to ne. W' ve established
you're no good at it.
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PAVLOV
No one's com ng.

ALLEY
This is a drop off?

Pavl ov says nothing. Alley sighs as he cocks the revol ver
and trains it on Pavlov's tenple.

ALLEY
| don't m ss.

PAVLOV
Yes. They wanted the nanes in
witing. Their contact would
collect themusing the arrival of
wor kers as cover.

ALLEY
Who's the contact?

PAVLOV
| don't know. | swear! They just
gave nme instructions to deposit the
names.

ALLEY
VWi ch nanes?

PAVLOV
Contacts. Associ at es.

Beat .

PAVLOV
Handl er s.

ALLEY
Ahit list.

Pavl ov sl oWy nods, before bow ng his head in shane.

ALLEY
Wy ?
PAVLOV
Qur war is over. Except it's not.
Because of you. | did what |
t hought was right by Russi a.
ALLEY
Gve nme the list.
PAVLOV
| can't.
ALLEY

You' re a dead man either way.
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Pavl ov just stares at Alley.

ALLEY
There's no way out Pavlov. | cannot
| et you escape and risk all our
lives. If sonmehow you nanage to
flee, the Ckhrana will hunt you

down. I'mgiving you the chance to
do the right thing on your own
terns.

Pavlov is tearful. He places the envel ope on the podi um
then wal ks to the railing of the catwal k. Alley's gun
follows himall the way.

Pavl ov clinbs over the railing, |ooks down, and falls over
the edge. There is a sickening thud as he hits the ground.

Al |l ey stands, unshaken. He puts his gun away and picks up
the envel ope. He opens it and reads the |list before taking
out a lighter and burning it.

Al'l ey steps down and wal ks to the edge of the catwal k. He
| eans over the edge and sees the bl oodi ed, broken corpse of
Pavl ov mangl ed on the production |ine.

I NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - NI GHT

Pavl ovi ch and Rayner sit awkwardly opposite each other.
Puri shkevi ch stands by the w ndow. Expectant.

Sukhotin enters.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Sergei. Good, we were hoping you'd
get here soon. Dmtri, put the
nmusi c on.

Pavl ovi ch, still studying Rayner intensely, goes and puts on
t he granophone.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Gentlenen, | want to say this now
in case we are overheard. W are
doing the Tsar a great service
tonight. The fate of his dynasty
and his enpire rests with us.
Russia is relying on us, and |I'm
relying on you.

Puri shkevich raises his glass. As he goes to toast the room
there is the sound of a door opening, and the echoes of a
jubilant Rasputin can be heard. Purishkevich sets his gl ass
down and creeps to the door.

I NT. MO KA PALACE CORRI DOR - NI GHT

Puri shkevi ch opens the door to the | ounge and quietly heads
al ong the corridor.
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He | ooks over the bannister to a flight of stairs leading to
t he basenent.

Puri shkevi ch wat ches Yusupov and Rasputin nake their way
downstairs. Rasputin is in high spirits. Yusupov follows him
into the basenment, closing the door behind him

Puri shkevi ch turns around and heads back to the | ounge. He
sees Pavl ovich and Lazovert hovering at the door,
appr ehensi ve.

| NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - NI GHT
The nen return to their seats.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Felix has taken himto his basenent
gquarters. Al we can do now is
wait .

Lazovert checks his watch.

LAZOVERT
If all goes well, he will be dead
wthin half an hour.

I NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - NI GHT (LATER)
The men are waiting inpatiently. Sonmething' s not right.

PAVLOVI CH
It's been nore than an hour! He
nmust be dead by now

PURI SHKEVI CH
Then why has Felix not returned?

I NT. MO KA PALACE LOUNGE ROOM - NI GHT (LATER)

Pavl ovi ch anxi ously paces around the room Purishkevich sits
snoki ng, though his shaki ng hand shows he's worried. Rayner
sits calmy.

PAVLOVI CH
This is not right! Way has Felix
not returned?

PURI SHKEVI CH
It's been nearly three hours!
(to Lazovert)
You assured us he'd be dead within
hal f an hour.

LAZOVERT
| amcertain! | added | ethal doses
of cyanide to everything down
t here.



PAVLOVI CH
Then what's the del ay?

SUKHOTI N
All we can do is wait for --

Yusupov rushes in.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Felix! At last! Is it done?

Yusupov i s sweating and pani cked.

YUSUPOV
No. He's still alive.

PAVLOVI CH
VWhat ?

YUSUPOV

| don't understand it.

LAZOVERT
Did he eat the cakes?

YUSUPOV
He refused. But he's drunk a great
deal of madeira, and that was
poi soned too. d ass after glass and
still nothing. He is sprawling
around downstairs, drunk but alive.

LAZOVERT
Pure cyani de. How can this be?
Per haps he is holy?

PURI SHKEVI CH
No! This nust end tonight!

Puri shkevich pulls out a gun and hands it to Yusupov,
after an uncertain pause takes the gun and departs.

LAZOVERT
| f he shoots himthen it wll
clearly be nurder

PURI SHKEVI CH
The poison isn't working and we
need tinme and darkness to di spose
of the body. This is the only
opti on.

PAVLOVI CH
| agree. He cannot | eave here
alive.
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SUKHOTI N
And what if Felix cannot do it? At
first he was only going to give him
poi soned cakes. Now he is to shoot
hi n®?

PURI SHKEVI CH
He will do it.

A shot rings out. The conspirators freeze before bundling
out of the door. Rayner casually drains his w ne gl ass
before foll ow ng.

I NT. MO KA PALACE BASEMENT - NI GHT

Rasputin lies, face down on the floor. Yusupov stands at one
end of the room the gun still aloft.

Puri shkevi ch, Sukhotin, Pavlovich and Lazovert all rush in.
Rayner calmy enters behind them

PURI SHKEVI CH
Ha ha! Well done Feli x!

LAZOVERT
Wai t .

Lazovert bends down and checks Rasputin's pul se.

LAZOVERT
Dead.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Filthy nongrel.

Puri shkevi ch begins to kick and beat Rasputin. Pavlovich and
Sukhotin join in. Yusupov is still in shock. Rayner observes
fromthe shadows.

YUSUPOV
Enough! Stop it!

Yusupov pulls the others away from Rasputin's body.

YUSUPOV
Get back upstairs! W still have
work to do. Go!

They all file out. Yusupov stays behind. He rolls Rasputin
onto his back and stares at him He bends down to exam ne
t he body when Rasputin's eyes snap open. He is frothing at
the nouth. He grabs Yusupov around the throat, roaring
wildly.

A struggle. As Yusupov recovers, Rasputin seizes his chance
to flee. He crawls up the basenent stairs, through hallways
to a door |eading out to the courtyard.
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YUSUPOV (O S.)
Stop him He's escapi ng!

PURI SHKEVI CH (O. S.)
VWher e?!

YUSUPOV (O S.)
The courtyard! He's headed for the
courtyard!

EXT. MO KA PALACE COURTYARD - NI GHT

Rasputin stunbles for the gates, pursued by Purishkevich and
Yusupov.

PURI SHKEVI CH (O. S.)
There! Shoot him Shoot him

Mul tiple gunshots from Yusupov. A fourth shot is fired by
Puri shkevich. Rasputin is hit and he coll apses.

Puri shkevi ch and Yusupov arrive on the scene and stand over
the body. Rasputin lies on his side, bloodied and
not i onl ess.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Conme Fel i x.

Yusupov doesn't nove.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Come now This has gone on too
| ong. Cone and help Sergei find
sonmething to wap himin.

The two nen rush off.

Rasputin starts to stir, he is still alive. As he tries to
nove, there is the sound of footsteps in the snow A figure
approaches Rasputin fromthe shadows. They push Rasputin
onto his back with their foot.

Rasputin | ooks up at the figure, it is Rayner. He is quite
conposed.

Rayner ains his Webley revolver at Rasputin's forehead. He
fires a single, fatal shot. He pockets the revol ver and
stands casual |y besi de the body.

Puri shkevi ch, Yusupov, Lazovert, Pavlovich and Sukhotin
arrive with bundles of sheets. Lazovert and Sukhotin lift
t he body onto the sheets and wap it up. They struggl e,
Puri shkevi ch hel ps.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Felix and I will get rid of the
body.
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RAYNER
He's heavy. 1'Il conme too.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Dmitri, you, Stanislaus and Sergei
need to renove any sign that we
wer e here.

RAYNER
They need to | eave now.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Excuse ne?

RAYNER
There was a party, that is all that
has transpired in the pal ace
toni ght. M Pavlovich, Dr Lazovert
and Li eutenant Sukhotin need to
make t hensel ves scarce. Shots were
fired, they ought not to be found
here when police start show ng up.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Very well. Quickly, help us with
this, then go.

The conspirators | oad Rasputin's body into a waiting car.
Rayner, Purishkevich and Yusupov clinb in. Pavlovich,
Lazovert and Sukhotin head for the gates.

As Sukhotin passes the spot where Rasputin was shot, he
ki cks the snow around to di sperse the pool of bl ood.

EXT. BRIDGE - N GHT

The car pulls up. Rayner, Yusupov and Purishkevich clinb
out. They check the coast is clear before they pull out
Rasputin's body. They lift it onto the parapet and push it
into the river below They stay to watch it fall and

seem ngly sink beneath the water.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Thank you gentlenmen. We have done a
great thing tonight.

Yusupov is visibly distressed by his actions, Rayner remnains
cool and calm

RAYNER
You ought to be getting back to the
pal ace.

YUSUPOV

You' re not com ng?
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RAYNER
It's best if we split up. And for
t he sake of anonymty | ought not
to return to the scene.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Yes of course.

Puri shkevi ch shakes Rayner's hand.

PURI SHKEVI CH
Thank you sir, truly.

Rayner nods politely then turns to Yusupov.

RAYNER
| shall call when it is safe.

Yusupov nods frantically.

RAYNER
You shoul d go.

Rayner hel ps Yusupov to the car. Purishkevich is already
behi nd t he wheel. Once Yusupov is in Purishkevich drives
of f. Rayner watches them | eave. He sees Yusupov turn back to
| ook at him

POLI CEMAN (O. S.)
You t here!

Rayner turns and sees a policeman com ng towards him

RAYNER
Eveni ng.

POLI CEVAN
What's goi ng on here?

Rayner points to the car just as it disappears from vi ew
RAYNER

Just a bit of engine trouble, seens
to be all right now

POLI CEVAN
And what are you doing out here?
RAYNER
|'ve been working late. | decided
to take a walk to refresh nyself
fromthe tediumof paperwork. |'m
on ny way hone now.
POLI CEVAN
Very wel .
RAYNER

Goodni ght .



Rayner turns on his heel and strides off.

EXT. PETROGRAD STREET - DAY

Hoare wal ks through a crowded street.
Sonme are cel ebrating Rasputin's death,

raucous.
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As he goes, people are

others are

hangi ng effigies of Rasputin and setting it alight. A few
Bol shevi ks stand waving red flags and calling for the

downf al |

of the Tsar.

| NT. GEORGE BUCHANAN S OFFI CE - DAY

Hoare is at the desk. Buchanan stares out of the w ndow at
t he grow ng unrest.

BUCHANAN
| want the truth fromyou, M
Hoare. Do not try and sw ndle ne
with falsities, aml clear?

HOARE
Perfectly.

BUCHANAN
Yest erday norning, as you know ful
wel |, police recovered the frozen

corpse of Grigori Rasputin fromthe
Mel aya Nevka river

HOARE
| am awar e.

BUCHANAN
As | thought. And are you aware
that | was summoned before the
Tsar? Naturally he wi shes to
di scover the perpetrators.

HOARE
Natural ly. Al though |I do not
under stand why you feel the need to
tell nme this.

BUCHANAN
The Tsar suspects a British man
m ght be invol ved, 'Yusupov's
Oxford University friend | believe
is how he phrased it to nme. Now
assured himno such thing could be
further fromthe truth. | dismssed
t hese accusati ons because to ny
know edge there is no basis for
themto be true. I amgoing to ask
you once and once only. Was your
of ficer invol ved?
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HOARE
What an outrageous charge! | am
responsible for ny officers. They
obey ny commands and | gave no
orders for such an operation to be
carried out. Unless you are
accusing ny nmen of operating
outside their brief? And quite
frankly to suggest sonething of
this sort | find incredible to the
poi nt of chil di shness!

BUCHANAN
But then why nmake the connection
bet ween Prince Yusupov and his
Oxford friend?

HOARE
| expect the prince is attenpting
to deflect guilt away from hinself.
Where i s he now?

BUCHANAN
Under house arrest.

HOARE
There you are then. In his
desperation he's resorted to
scapegoat i ng.

BUCHANAN
But why woul d he assunme a British

HOARE
George, | have given you ny answer.
Your concern should be for what
happens next.

Buchanan col | apses into his chair.

BUCHANAN
You're right. Difficult tinmes are
ahead for nme, Sam How do |
maintain a close relationship with
the royal famly if the Tsarina's
closest ally is dead and her
husband suspects we are
responsi bl e?

HOARE
| f they have their priorities in
order you should not need to worry
too nuch. Wth Rasputin dead the
Romanovs have nowhere to hide. |
suspect difficult times are ahead
for themtoo.
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BUCHANAN
| ndeed.

I NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DAY

Alley sits in an arnchair, reading. Rayner enters. Alley
doesn't acknow edge hi m

RAYNER
Felix is under house arrest.

Al'l ey says not hi ng.

RAYNER
So are the others.
ALLEY
Doesn't matter. The job's done.
RAYNER
Not quite. Still a few matters to
tie up.
ALLEY
Al right, 1'll get nmy coat.
Al l ey makes to get up
RAYNER
No no, I'll see to it.
Al'l ey gives hima | ook.
RAYNER

| need you to deal with Sam anyway.

Al'l ey chuckl es. Rayner heads to the drawer and pulls out a
box of bullets. He pulls out his revolver and | oads a single
bullet into the only vacant chanber. He al so takes a wad of
cash.

RAYNER
Not sure how long I'IlI| be.
ALLEY
Don't worry. |I'll cover the
cyphers.
RAYNER
Thank you.

Rayner | eaves. Alley sits alone, a satisfied grin on his
face.

| NT. M 1C HEADQUARTERS - PETROGRAD - DUSK
Alley sits at the table, he's witing a letter. A roaring

fire crackles in the fireplace. Hoare enters carrying a
briefcase. He drops it by the fireplace, clearly exhausted.
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HOARE
Hello Alley.

ALLEY
Evening sir. You |l ook tired.

HOARE
Several hours of discussions with
M Buchanan and the Russi an Gener al
Staff. Al utterly pointless at
this stage. Wthout the autopsy
report no one has the grounds to
make any concl usi ons.

Hoare goes into his bedroom

ALLEY
What were they saying?

HOARE (O S.)
Accusations were flying everywhere.

ALLEY
What for? | thought they' d arrested
t hose responsi bl e.

HOARE (O S.)
There is a suggestion that they may
have had hel p.

ALLEY
Real | y? Anyone we know?

HOARE (O S.)
That's just it. The accusations
have been cast in our direction. M
Buchanan even had the audacity to
directly suggest ny officers had
gone rogue.

ALLEY
It's ironic. For as long as |'ve
been here peopl e have been vow ng
torid the city of Dark Forces. Now
he's dead everyone is anxious to
poi nt the finger.

HOARE (O S.)
Yes. Anything to report?
ALLEY
No sir.
HOARE (O S.)

What about Rayner? Not like himto
not check in.
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ALLEY
| haven't seen him He'll report in
sooner or |ater.

Hoare energes wearing an inmacul ate officer's uniform

HOARE
Very well. 1'mdining out tonight
so when he gets in tell himl want
to see himfirst thing in the
nor ni ng.

ALLEY
Yes sir.

Hoare sees Alley witing.

HOARE
What are you witing?

ALLEY
Just a letter to a friend at the
front. Wshing hima Happy New

Year .

HOARE
Good, good. Well | shall see you
later Alley.

ALLEY

Goodni ght sir.

Hoare | eaves. Alley waits a nonent, |listening, before
conposing his letter.

Voi ceover delivered over the nontage.

ALLEY (V.Q.)
Dear John, although matters have
not proceeded entirely to plan, our
obj ective has clearly been
achi eved. Reaction to the dem se of
Dar k Forces has been wel |l received
by all, although a few awkward
guestions have al ready been asked
about w der involvenent. Rayner is
attending to | oose ends and will no
doubt brief you on your return.

MONTAGE - VARI QUS

A) EXT. PARK BENCH - DAY. RAYNER MEETS BYZHI NSKI . BYZHI NSK
HANDS RAYNER A PACKAGE, RAYNER HANDS H M A WAD OF CASH.

B) EXT. PAVLOV' S HOUSE - DUSK. RAYNER KNOCKS ON THE DOOR,
MAYA ANSVERS AND RAYNER SEES HI MSELF I N
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C) |INT. PAVLOV' S HOUSE - DUSK. RAYNER AND MAYA BURN THE

CONTENTS OF THE PACKACE, THE BLOOD- STAI NED CLOTHES OF THE
CONSPI RATORS.

D) INT. PUBLIC HOUSE - N GHT. RAYNER MEETS ANNA, HE HANDS
HER MONEY, SHE ACCEPTS IT.

E) EXT. BACK ALLEYWAY - NI GHT. RAYNER EMERGES FROM THE
PUBLI C HOUSE. HE PUTS ON HI S HAT, WRAPS HI MSELF I N HI S COAT
AND STRI DES OFF UP THE ALLEYWAY. HE IS A NEW MAN.

FADE TO BLACK
END.
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